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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Relations With Cuba Characterized 
24000063 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 
31 Dec 88 p 7 


[Article by Bohuslav Borovicka, RUDE PRAVO corre- 
spondent in Havana: “*Checo’ Means Friend”; first 
paragraph is RUDE PRAVO introduction] 


[Text] When, on the eve of the mercenary invasion at 
Playa Giron, Fidel Castro announced that the Cuban 
revolution was a socialist revolution, thousands of mem- 
bers of the militia greeted his words by raising their 
hands in which they held “ echoslovak-made assault 
rifles. What the Cuban revolution needed most at that 
moment were means of defense. The first of them 
arrived from Czechoslovakia. 


That same period is recalled by Soviet journalist Timur 
Gaydar. People with whom he talked in the streets of 
Havana considered him to be a “checo,” something that 
also meant friend here. 


“He who gives quickly, gives twice”—this principle was 
in effect at the birth of the friendship that unites our two 
countries. Czechoslovakia was the first among the social- 
ist countries to establish diplomatic relations with revo- 
lutionary Cuba and to offer a helping hand—first with 
defense and, then, even in important branches of eco- 
nomic development. Among the most important, in 
which Czechoslovakia still participates, is the expansion 
of the Cuban energy industry. With the assistance of our 
specialists and with the aid of the credits granted, five 
electric power plants were either built or rebuilt; their 
output represents more than one-fourth of the electric 
energy produced in Cuba. The electric power plant at 
Felton, construction of which has already begun, will 
raise this figure to an even higher level in a few years. 


Since 1964, Czechoslovakia has delivered more than 40 
turnkey projects to Cuba. Apart from the electric power 
plants already mentioned, these included, for example, a 
plant for the production of refrigerators in the town of 
Santa Clara, which, at one time, was the largest indus- 
trial project in Cuba; installation of several dairies, 
cement plants, sugar refineries, textile mills, and other 
plants and facilities. One of the latest to be completed is 
a chrome ore dressing plant at Punta Gordo, where 
Czechoslovakia is participating with other CEMA coun- 
tries in the establishment of a nickel smelter. It would be 
possible to expand the list of products and installations 
that have been delivered to Cuba, and continue to be 
delivered, by adding many others. 


In recent years, the assortment of Cuban exports to 
Czechoslovakia has also expanded. Traditional exports 
of sugar, citrus fruit, and nickel, which form a substantial 
portion of this trade, have been joined by other compo- 
nents such as marble blocks and tiles, a number of 
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derivatives of sugar cane, and some electronic compo- 
nents. A new form of export involves the so-called export 
of construction work, that is to say, agreements, accord- 
ing to which Cuban enterprises will build selected 
“turnkey” projects in Czechoslovakia. Great prospects 
are seen also for more advanced forms of economic 
cooperation such as coproduction and specialization, for 
which possibilities exist in the textile industry, the foot- 
wear industry, and the leather-working industry, as well 
as in the production of health care installations, etc. 


A considerable amount of expansion has occurred in the 
cooperation between our two countries in science and 
technology, in health care, in education, and in cultural 
exchanges. Here, sizable opportunities for further expan- 
sion also exist, since we have something to offer each 
other. 


Cooperation between the Czechoslovak National Front 
and the Cuban Committee for the Defense of the Revo- 
lution is progressing traditionally and successfully, as is 
cooperation between other social organizations, between 
the capital cities of both countries, and between 
advanced schools in both countries. An important role is 
also played by friendship societies. The one here {in 
Cuba] was established in 1977, and its membership 
includes numerous industrial and agricultural enfer- 
prises, worker collectives, and schools. 


We are proceeding, hand in hand, not only in bilateral 
affairs, but also Czechoslovakia and Cuba are in agrez- 
ment on positions in all important international ques- 
tions, at the United Nations, and in other multilateral 
forums. The inspirers of this all-round strategic unity are 
the communist parties of both countries. They have * 
functioning and effective system of mutual contacts and 
cooperation, and every meeting among the highest party 
and state representatives strengthens and enriches the 
structure of cooperation. This was the case with the 
friendly visit by Fidel Castro in Prague in June 1972, and 
a year later, when G. Husak visited Cuba in April. F. 
Castro visited Czechoslovakia for short periods twice 
more—in September 1973 and in November 1986. 


Let us recall once more the introductory principle: He 
who gives quickly, gives twice. During the literacy cam- 
paign in 1960-61, some regions were introduced to the 
20th century for the first time in Cuba’s history. People 
had tuberculosis, and very many suffered from vision 
probl« is. At that time, also, it was Czechoslovakia that 
was the first country to ship medicines, eyeglass lenses, 
and frames by air to Cuba. These are individual epi- 
sodes, but it was precisely on the basis of these that our 
friendship was formed. 


On | January 1989, Cuba will celebrate the 30th anni- 
versary of its revolutionary victory. Czechoslovak- 
Cuban relations have, over this entire period, a long- 
term worked-out and planned character, which makes it 
possible to evaluate all mutual steps on a timely hasis 
and in a universal manner. The time when days and 
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sometimes even hours counted has, fortunately, passed. 
Nevertheless, the fact that our mutual relationships 
arose, were formed, and have stood up precisely under 
the great load of weighty tests turns out to be the best 
guarantee for the future. 


GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


Church Paper Criticizes Demonstrations 
23000072 Jena GLAUBE UND HEIMAT in German 
4 Dec 88 p 1 


[Article by Gottfried Mueller, editor of GLAUBE UND 
HEIMAT: “Prayers Are Free”) 


[Text] Monthly Bible text for December: “I will greatly 
— J J Lord. My soul shall be joyful in my God.” 
saiah 61:10. 


Prayers are the same as thoughts: They are free. “No 
man can know them, no hunter can shoot them dead 
with powder and lead,” according to the folksong. 


Contrary to the above-quoted verse, there may also be 
those who are in on the secret during prayer. Our 
worship services are public as a matter of principle, and 
everyone who listens to them is invited to join in prayer. 
Everything that moves people toward good or evil may 
be intimately expressed by Christians to God, the Lord 
of their life. Prayers are free! 


This freedom cannot be restricted from the outside. Only 
the one praying, himself, is in a position to endanger it. 
This is the case if he no longer views the “listeners” as 
potential copetitioners but lets them advance to the 
status of actual addressees of his prayer. Jesus criticized 
the ostensibly pious persons who pray publicly in order 
to be seen by the people. For this reason, he advised: 
“But when you pray, go into your closet and lock the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret.” 


Why this reminder from the Bible? I want to express it 
openly, in order to promote a discussion that we should 
not shrink from: It worries me how people in the church 
in many places seem to be thoughtlessly ready to step out 
of the “closet” and to distort personal prayer to God into 
a demonstrative act. People are praying “out through the 
window.” Or is this conclusion exaggerated? 


I don’t want to argue with the good intentions. Also, the 
reasor.3 today are different from those of 2,000 years ago. 
But, for many a prayer even of the present time, what- 
ever it is called, the condemnation by Jesus could apply: 
“They have already had their reward.” 


Naturally, I understand how the new kind of demonstra- 
tive prayer has emerged. There is, for example, a conflict 
that has arisen in the living-together of people with 
different convictions. For whatever reason, it is not 
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possible to speak directly with the partner in conflict. 
Thus, one chooses a detour through public prayer. God is 
told that which, in reality, is intended for human con- 
sumption. 


I ask that my thoughts be correctly categorized. I do not 
deny that conflicts exist and that they need to be solved. 
Also, I deplore it when an objective dialogue does not 
take place in a concrete instance. | take a stand for the 
exchange of information and for the possibility of 
expressing one’s opinion by word and visible action. But 
I do not think it is permissible to distort the centerpiece 
of Christian faith—prayer to God—for other purposes. 


Referring to certain worship services held for pleading 
for intercession, Berlin Catholic Cardinal Meisner in 
February 1988 spoke on the problematical aspect of such 
services. He said it was questionable and harmful when 
a worship service no longer serves the primary purpose 
of worshipping God. 


This assessment is still valid today, at the end of this 
eventful year. It alone would be able to win a majority at 
the basic level of the evangelical communities if it were 
voted on in a democratic manner. 


Such a view of things does not at all mean renouncing the 
use of prayer in the solution of conflicts. Such a view is 
growing quite undemonstratively out of the internal 
essence of the community, out of a group beginning with 
the individual Christian. At its centerpoint stands not 
one’s own ideas but the genuine prayer that God will 
show the way how a conflict can be correctly understood, 
solved, or worked out spiritually—or it may be the 
prayer that men may have the ability, openly or in 
confidential intercession, to give help to those who need 
it. Such a prayer is given the promise that it will find an 
answer. 


HUNGARY 


Constitutional Council Invalidates Council of 
Ministers’ Decree 

25000069b Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP in Hungarian 
17 Nov 88 p 6 


[Article by stb: “Pension Decree: Why Unconstitu- 
tional?””} 


[Text] The Constitutional Council has invalidated a 
decree of the Council of Ministers as unconstitutional. 
The decision concerned the decree on payment of pen- 
sions, which states that a pensioner who stays abroad for 
more than 90 days can receive his pension only with 
special permission. The chief attorney initiated an 
appeal to the Constitutional Council against the decree. 
We asked Dr. Karoly Beck of the chief attorney’s office 
how this initiative got started and why the decree of the 
Council of Ministers is illegal—we already knew it was 
morally objectionable. 
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“The social security law authorizes the Council of Min- 
isters to work out the executive decree. This applies to, 
among other things, payment of pensions. Within the 
framework of payment of pensions, a rule develped that 
anyone who stayed abroad for more than 90 days had to 
then ask for his pension. Evaluation of the request is 
done under authority of the Social Security Administra- 
tion. Well, with this decree the Council of Ministers 
exceeded the authority granted by the law, which did not 
include limiting or obstructing payment of a pension that 
had already been established.” The appeal of the chief 
attorney was accepted by the Constitutional Council, 
implementation of the decree was stayed, and the Coun- 
cil of Ministers will prepare a decree in harmony with the 
Constitution by | January. 


Biographic Information on Justice Minister 
Kulcsar 


25000061b Budapest MAGYAR HIREK in Hungarian 
4 Nov 88 p 13 


[Article: “Kalman Kulcsar*} 


[Text] Kulcsar is a lawyer, sociologist, and academician 
who as born on 27 June 1928 in Erdotelek. He attended 
the Eger Law Academy and the Law Faculty of the 
Lorand Eotvos University of Arts and Sciences (ELTE). 
Between 1950 and 1957 he worked as a legal administra- 
tor, and was subsequently appointed to the Supreme 
Court. As a research fellow of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, from 1957 to 1969, he was assigned to the Law 
Faculty of ELTE and was later named senior research 
fellow of the A.cademy’s Institute of Political Science and 
Jurisprudence. In 1965-1966, he was in the United 
States on a Ford scholarship. From 1969 to 1983, he 
served as director of the Academy’s Institute of Sociol- 
ogy, and, concurrently—from 1970 on—as a professor at 
ELTE. Between 1973-79, he was secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Scientific Qualifications, and later, from 1983 
to 1988, deputy general secretary of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. Since 1988 he has served as 
Minister of Justice. 


Methods for MSZMP Control of National 
Assembly Expounded 

25000071 Budapest PARTELET in Hungarian 
No 11, 1988 pp 3-7 


[Article by Peter Varga, head of the Central Committee’s 

Department of Public Administration and Management: 

J National Assembly on the Road to Socialist Plu- 
ism”} 


[Text] By now there have been numerous indications 
that the National Assembly has given up the working 
style that was customary and “expected” of it; that is, a 
style that was restricted to enacting legislation to formal- 
ize political decisions. Our supreme administrative and 
representative body is increasingly becoming an inde- 

t institution of our state and political life, and 
this trend is further reinforced by reforms in our system 








POLITICAL 


of political institutions. Heavily contributing to this is 
the fact that after the 1985 elections a newly constituted 
National Assembly began its operation. Of the 387 
deputies, 67 percent were elected for the first time, and 
the proportion of university graduates and managers 
among them was also growing. The effect of this change 
was strengthened by the fact that the deputies found 
themselves in a competitive situation during the elec- 
tions, this implying that society expects more from the 
National Assembly as well as stimulating the deputies’ 
activities. The process was inititated by intentions to 
develop representational democracy, along with the 
model of reforms that have taken place in some of the 
socialist countries. 


Democratic activity in the National Assembly is in 
perfect accord with the party’s political program striving 
to develop socialist pluralism. The responsible and open 
debates of the National Assembly are indispensable for 
revealing various views and opinions, synchronizing 
interests and continually upholding a social consensus 
concerning our central objectives. If the work of the 
National Assembly is substantive and creative, the party, 
in the course of shaping its policies, can make use the 
interests, opinions and societal experiences surfacing in 
that body. This is one rsason why, in its efforts to further 
develop our system of political institutions, the MSZMP 
(Hungarian Socialist Workers Party] encourages and 
aids the work of the National Assembly in becoming 
more effective, broadening its openness and developing 
more intensive contacts with the electors. 


The most important constitutional duty of the National 
Assembly is to enact legislation. This is where the body 
and the deputies have altered their behavior most evi- 
dently. Our experiences also point to the areas where the 
relationship between the National Assembly and the 
government must be renewed. 


The deputies have been faced with an increasing volume 
of proposed bills in the recent past, and this alone has 
resulted in more liveliness in parliamentary activity. In 
the course of the debates concerning these proposals, 
conflicts became more numerous and sharper. Some of 
this has resulted from the nature of the agenda, such as in 
the case of the new tax laws. In most cases, however, the 
weakness of preparation and the extremely fast pace of 
legislative work were the direct causes. It is increasingly 
easy to notice a contradiction between the deputies’ 
desire to deal with the issues and the dearth of time 
allocated for discussion. 


There is no longer any obstacle in the way of consulting 
with the voters during preparation for the sessions; 
however, the deputies require more time even for this. 
No». ad2ys the materials to be discussed reach the depu- 
ties wi xin the prescribed time, but the committees and 
deputies’ groups are frequently still struggling with time 
problems, especially when the agenda is large and they 
receive a large amount of material to examine. These 
problems could be solved by the introduction of more 
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frequent or longer sessions, but even more by better 
planning in the decisionmaking process. The deputies 
rightfully demand earlier notification of regulatory con- 
cepts and plans, so they can participate in the formation 
of legislation in an uninterrupted manner. Their 
demands in this area reflect a justified need to become 
genuine lawmakers, instead of members of a body that 
rubber-stamps proposals. 


Controlling the activities of the government has also 
become a more important function among the National 
Assembly’s activities. This was signalled by the fact that 
during the initial sessions of the term that began in 1985 
there were more interpellations recorded than previ- 
ously. Their number only declined when the 1986 mod- 
ification of the rules of order limited interpellations to 
the execution of laws and the signalling of illegal prac- 
tices, and introduced the use of “simple questions.” The 
distinction between interpellation and question proved 
to be a justified step, but limiting the issues covered by 
interpellations did not. The deputies considered it a sign 
of a political intent to restrain them, even though they 
voted for the modification in the rules of order. 


The already lively activity of the legislative committees 
was further enriched, in that they increasingly address 
the most important problems of our society, especially 
those of economic nature, and the feasible alternatives 
for solving them. A more thorough familiarization with 
Certain issues and the preparation of better decisionmak- 
ing are aided by the formation and noteworthy activities 
of temporary (ad hoc) committees, composed of mem- 
bers from various other committees. Experience has 
shown that the opinions and mood evidenced in these 
committees are indicative of the events that are to take 
place in the legislative sessions. However, the commit- 
tees are still not sufficiently conscious of their role in the 
preparation of sessions. Conflicts of opinion arising in 
front of the legislative body are at times attributable to 
the fact that statements made by deputies in the com- 
mittees remain unanswered or the information provided 
by the ministries to the committees is not convincing or 
synchronized enough. We must also find a way to inform 
the deputies and the legislative committees expedi- 
tiously, and if need be, even automatically, of the more 
important tasks facing the various ministries or the 
decisions they have already made. 


The decisive majority of deputies consider the compre- 
hensive interests of society in striving to fulfill their 
mandate to the best of their abilities. They approach the 
agenda in a substantive manner, showing their sense of 
responsibility concerning the cause of socialism. How- 
ever, we cannot remain silent about certain deputies 
whose showy behavior and dramatization of tensions 
hinders, rather than promotes, the solution of problems. 
There have also been an increasing number of speeches 
that seem to be addressed for people outside the cham- 
bers, the country’s public opinion. We are not opposed 
to lively parliamentary debates (on the contrary, the 
party encourages them), but we cannot agree with such 
manifestations. 
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Nor can we consider it a positive development that certain 
electoral districts base their evaluation of their deputies 
solely on their success in “getting results for them.” They 
should realize that, due to the new management by coun- 
cils and the restrictions of career opportunities, deputies 
cannot undertake to “fight for” additional material 
resources. Equally unfortunate, though relatively rare, is 
the sight of deputies seeking popularity by patronizing 
Certain individual cases in a way conducive to sensation- 
alism, at times ignoring realistic possibilities. 


It is thought provoking to see a certain one-sidedness in 
legislative debates. Deputies almost always confront the 
government, and only rarely polemicize with each other, 
(though there have been examples of this during the most 
recent season), in spite of the fact that the National 
Assembly deals with numerous problems that touch on 
various interests in a contradictory, even conflicting 
manner. Thus, the National Assembly provides 
increased opportunities for maintaining contact with 
society, guaranteeing the public evaluation of political 
aspirations, and is just beginning to take the first steps 
toward becoming a forum efficiently synchronizing soci- 
etal interests. In order to reach that goal, it is also 
necessary to scrap today’s overly rigid and schematic 
negotiation style in favor of a more pragmatic method; 
including, for example, more debates occurring in two 
sessions or having two votes on proposals. 


One requirement for effective work is a clear demarca- 
tion between the work of the National Assembly and that 
of the government. The Council of Ministers can fulfill 
its constitutional function if the National Assembly 
holds it [the Council] responsible for the implementation 
of goals, programs and laws that the Council has defined 
or approved, while it [National Assembly] accomplishes 
its control functions over the government in such a way 
that it does not demean the Council’s sovereignty. 


Carrying out the National Assembly’s work out in public 
is indispensable for closely monitoring the activities of 
deputies. This is why there is resentment when closed 
sessions are held without justification. Reflecting the 
public’s growing interest, the press devotes considerable 
attention tc the National Assembly’s activities. How- 
ever, the deputies are right in complaining that this 
publicity is uneven, in that the speeches of some people 
are published in their entirety, while those of others are 
severely cut. Recently there has been some demand for 
publicly disseminating the minutes of the sessions. It 
would be practical, therefore, to make provisions for 
subscribing to, or purchasing, these records. 


The growing number of issues on the agenda, the inten- 
sity of committee work, more frequent meetings with the 
voters and sessions that last for days mean that deputies, 
in order to fulfill their mandates, require more informa- 
tion and time. In general, local bodies provide the 
deputies with all important institutional proposals or 
other material that touch on the life of their districts. 
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them and prepare alternative solutions. They are already 
using experts in the work of subcommitices. However, 
this practice should be institutionalized in such a way 
that every deputy should have access to the information 
he finds necessary. 


During the present session, deputies have been absent 
their places of work much more than previously. 
year they miss 30 days or, including partial work- 
days, 70 days of work. Conflicts may arise from the fact 


with their working conditions. Their honorarium does 
not cover hot.) expenses and other costs associated with 
being absent from home. We must take care of these 
problems, too, as soon as possible, making it possible for 
deputies to select solutions that are best suited to aid 
them in their work. 


bly has tasked a committee to review its rules of order. In 
modernizing the rules of order, it would be desirable to 
implement principles that dissolve the unnecessarily 
rigid restrictions, make the government organs’ respon- 
sibilities accountable to the National Assembly and the 


The increased sociopolitical importance of the National 
Assembly makes it necessary for the party to renew its 
activities in this regard. The Central Committee has 
recently forwarded a position paper concerning this. An 
unchanged besic principle is that the party wishes to 
participate in the work of the National Assembly, and 
promote its own goals there through initiatives, propos- 
als, a broader discussion of its own positions, agitation 
and efforts to gain broad-based support. The party’s aim 
is to have all deputies, regardless of their party member- 
ship and ideological stance, support its policies on the 
basis of mutual understanding. This requires that infor- 
mation concerning the position of the Central Commit- 
tee and the Politburo be readily available. 


The institutions cited above are also responsible for 
formulating the MSZMP’s policy and proposals concern- 
ing the activities of the National Assembly, its further 
development and its agenda. They carry out this vespon- 
sibility in such a way that the positions taken on the 
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basic aims and substance of various concepts and regu- 
lations leave open the possibility for further developing 
and enriching these concepts in the course of legislative 
discussion. 


In concert with its approach to its political activities, the 
party leaves open the exceptional possibility for compel- 
ling Communist deputies to vote according to its deci- 
sions. Just because they are in the National Assembly, 
communists still have the right to express their view 
independently; their main task is to represent the interest 
of ‘seir constituents. It musi be added, however, that 
their membership in the party demands of the Commu- 
nist deputies and officials of the National Assembly that 
they perform their representational duties in accordance 
with the party's political line. Such dual commitment 
may result in conflicts, which will have to be solved in 
accordance with the given situation. In general, the 
starting position should be that Communist deputies are 
required to vote in accordance with party decisions only 
if the Central Committee asks them to do so, after 
explaining the reasons for such request. When no such 
request is issued, they can use their judgement in evalu- 
ating proposed bills or individual conceptions. 


It is obvious that Communist deputies can be expected 
to support the party’s decisions only if they can partici- 
pate in the decisionmaking process. Therefore, the Polit- 
buro considers it necessary that whenever the party 
discusses questions that refer to the National Assembly 
or issues on its agenda, it should consult with the 
deputies or groups of Communist deputies. 


In order to promote unified and synchronized action by 
Communists working in the National Assembly, there is 
a group of Communist deputies. Its members discuss 
tasks resulting from decisions on the National Assemb- 
ly’s activities, contribute their observations and propos- 
als to shaping the party’s position to be represented in 
the legislative body, as well as to the political preparation 
of the sessions. 


The group of MSZMP deputies is organized by a 5- 
member committee. Its task is to discuss political, orga- 
nizational and methodological questions related to the 
work of the National Assembly, to stimulate efforts to 
realize the goals prescribed by the party's legislative 
decisions, to discuss the National Assembly’s yearly 
agenda, to participate (if necessary) in the preparation of 
sessions and evaluate the political lessons derived from 
them, and to manage the legislative activities of commu- 
nist deputies. 


In order to synchronize their views, deputies have the 
opportunity to form consulting groups, and Communist 
deputies can participate in the work of these groups in 
accordance with their conscience. The leadership of the 
MSZMP’s group in the National Assembly may ask a 
deputy to join or leave a certain group, or to take a 
Certain position. 








JPRS-EER-89-018 
22 February 1989 


When it comes to the political tasks connected to the 
deputies’ regional work, they are taken care of by the 
party’s %rgans in the counties or in the capital. It is 
advisabic to distribute the work of these organizations in 
such a manner that organs of the PPF organize deputy 
contac: with the electorate, aid the deputies in their 
professional and political training, and to provide the 
Budapest and county deputy groups with satisfactory 
working conditions. Party organs should offer assistance 
in recognizing the political implications of the National 
Assembly’s agenda and in representing the party’s point 
of view. They should also ensure that deputies, or groups 
of deputies, have access to local information they require 
for their activities, and should regularly be informed 
concerning the agenda of party organs in Budapest and 
in the counties, as well as the evaluation made by tke 
O.gnas. 


Changesm that have taken in our society have made it 
not only timely but also necessary that the work of the 
National Assembly be performed according to the prin- 
ciples of socialist pluralism. It has been shown that a 
democratically operating National Assembly is an indis- 
pensable component part and condition for a public life 
that guarantees society’s influence and control. The 
energy exerted in better preparing the decisions and the 
time spent in many-sided debates is more than repaid in 
the form of greater societal agreement and laws that 
better express the common will. 


Party Favoritism in Civil Service Appointments 
Described 


25000067b Budapest KEPES 7 in Hungarian 
19 Nov 88 p 13 


[Article by Bea Lac : “Contaminated Democ- 
racy? The Case of the Public Health and Contagious 
Disease Station—‘Kojal””] 


[Text] A joke found in the LUDAS MATYI Yearbook: 
Comrade Black is pictured standing beside his black car, 
talking to his associates at the building entrance. The 
caption reads: “I insist that my cousin is awarded that 
job by way of competition.” 


This entire process reminds me of that joke, according to 
one commenter at the trade union functionaries session 
in the early November at the Budapest Kojal. The 
antecedents of this summary judgment have long roots. 


More than four months ago two persons applied for the 
vacant position of the executive director at the Budapest 
Kojal. One of them, incumbent general deputy executive 
director Dr Sandor Kocsis is the “in-house” candidate. 
Workers at the inst. ..ute would like to see him occupy the 
executive directr’s chair. This view was voiced several 
times, first in August 1988 in a paper signed by repre- 
sentatives of mass organizations, and second, in the 
report prepared at the special conference of department 
heads. And yet, it now appears that the community is 
unable to enforce its will. 
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Dr Kocsis is described in his colleagues’ and immediate 
associates’ official evaluations: “He has worked at Kojal 
for 24 years. As 2 leader, he is familiar with the health 
and epidemic problems of Budapest, as well as with 
related tasks. As deputy executive director he supervised 
almost every specialized branch, and directed the work 
of the district Public Health and Contagious Disease 
Station. He conducted active, scientific work. He is a 
good organizer. He is a decent and humane person, 
popular among workers because he is able to sympathize 


with the personal problems of people.” 


This bride is too pretty! There just has to be some minor 
detail which raises questions about Dr Kocsis’ appoint- 
ment. If not, why would the ad hoc committee which 
evaluated the competition vote against him five to zero? 
Or could it be that the other candidate, Dr Bela Hegedus 
can marshal even greater professional values and human 
attributes? Could it be that the two competitive applica- 
tions would explain this matter? But no, this is not the 
case. The differences shown in the applications are 
minimal. 


We asked Dr Bela Hegedus, who served as party 

having independent authority at the Social Welfare and 
Health Ministry since 1979, to tell us what prompted him 
to submit a competitive application? We wanted to find 
out whether he was aware of the fact that the entire 
collective at Kojal unanimously expressed its desire to see 
Dr Kocsis as its head, and whether he would not be 
depressed by the fact that in the event that he was chosen, 
he would have to overcome this kind of resistance? 


In response to our question he expressed surprise, nev- 
ertheless he replied: 


“I have been working in the pui:lic health and epidemics 
field since 1968. After lengthy persuasion I accepted the 
ministry’s party committee secretary function because I 
felt that the I might put to use the experience thus 
acquired later. After all, I took part in the preparation of 
every decision, and in the drafting of professional guide- 
lines which have far reaching influence upon workings 
within this specialized field. Five years ago I indicated to 
my superiors for the first time that I would like to return 
to my profession. At that time my superiors did not feel 
that such move would be timely. Three years ago the 
then director of the Pest County Kojai requested me that 
upon his retirement I take over his job. Once again my 
superiors dissuaded me, they told me to wait some more. 
Julia Pataky, the former director of Budapest Kojal 
contacted me in early 1987. She indicated that she was 
about to retire and thet she would like to see me as her 
successor. My superiors once again tcld me ‘not yet.’ 
Thus director Pataky remained in her position, and so, 
when the issue once again arose last March I felt ‘now or 
never.” After all 1 am 52 years old. The Minister under- 
stood my situation and concurred with the idea that | 
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apply. In my judgment, I do posses sufficient profes- 
sional knowledge, managerial aptitude and humane feel- 
ing to perform well as the head of this great institution 
without harming the institution. I am convinced that the 
institute has competent professionals, and I would like to 
build on their support. This is so, because an executive 
director cannot work in heu of an institution, he can only 
organize and manage the work. Despite all this I find it 
natural that the collective voted for Dr Kocsis. I would 
be amazed if anyone there would vote for me. They 
could not know what kind of person I am, and what kind 
of leader I would be. And what if I’m not chosen? Then 
I will seek out other opportunities, so that I can return to 


my profession.” 


How come the members of the advisory ad hoc commit- 
tee did not find Dr Hegedus the most appropriate 
candidate? All of them could justify their reasons, of 
course. Except for the fact that there is a beauty mark. At 
the time of his retirement, the former executive director 
{of Kojal-Budapest) informed Budapest chief physician 
Dr Janos Varro that she did not feel that her associate, 
Dr Kocsis was suitable for the executive director’s posi- 
tion, and Dr Varro conveyed this view to the members of 
the ad hoc committee prior to casting their votes. 


It is possible that the former executive director’s judg- 
ment is correct. Nevertheless the fact that she did not 
Officially convey this view to anyone in the institute 
makes one think twice. In addition, Dr Kocsis’ perfor- 
mance evaluation of last June contains not one sentence 
to substantiate this view. In response to my request to 
review the past, the former executive director removed 
himself: he did not wish to express an opinion. 


Accordingly, on the basis of written remarks by public 
health and epidemics chief superintendent Dr Denes 
Papai, who found both contestants suitable, but 
expressed support for Dr Hegedus, the ad hoc committee 
met once again on 26 August. One of the five committee 
members was the chief superintendent, who had 
expressed his view already, the union (Health Care 
Workers Union [EDSZ] representative, was not invited 
to be a member of the committee. And the members who 
were familiar with the former executive director’s views, 
could not be familiar with the views of the Kojal leader- 
ship concerning Dr Kocsis—one that is the opposite of 
the view held by Dr Julia Pataky—because that certain 
special conference of department heads took place only 
on 2 September. At that meeting the chief physician, 
holder of the appointing authority was asked the follow- 
ing question by the physician staff: what place, role of 
weight do the opinions expressed by the physician staff 
have? The response: valuable information which helps 
decision making. Nothing was said about the fact that 
the ad hoc committee has held sessions long before the 
special conference of the directors. 


The recommendations of the ad hoc committee were 
forwarded to the 13th district party committee for com- 
ment. This action produced a party forum organized at 
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Kojal in which representatives of the 13th district party 
committee took part, and a number of unanswered 
questions: “Why do we have to render an opinion about 
a person we hardly know?” “Why did the representative 
of the 13th district party committee vote for Dr 
Hegedus, at a time when we had our own candidate when 
the competition was announced?” “Do we need the 
party committee’s opinion at all? And if so, which 
district’s party committee? And although [the party 
committee] is authorized to judge political and personal 
aptitude, can [the party committee] remove itself from 
the influence of public mood, or is it the opposite: should 
the party committee reflect the public mood?” “In 
general, what is the place and role of cadre policies?” 


The replies did not cool the heated emotions. 


It would be nice to qvestion Dr Sandor Kocsis—what he 
thinks, what he feels, what his views are concerning the 
turmoil that has surrounded him. He does not want to 
talk. He has an opinion of course, so he says, but he does 
not want to “promote” himself. All he wants is that this 
onerous situation come to an end as soon as possible. 


The Kojal collec: ve still has hopes. They maintain their 
support of Dr Kocsis’ application, because in their 
judgment he plaid a significant role in professional 
accomplishments thus far, and he is “capable of ensuring 
the continuity and stability expected from the executive 
director, chief medical officer.” 


In order to productively perform at a work place while 
observing high standards, workers require a proper 
atmosphere. How is that atmosphere today? Both the 
pesty forum and the union functionaries’ meeting well 
conveyed the sense of that atmosphere. The union mem- 
bership—and at Kojal that stands at 97(!) percent of all 
workers—furiously asks the union committee secretary 
why he is unable tc enforce the will of the members. 
They were dumfounded by the events. After all, accord- 
ing to references provided, neither candidate’s profes- 
sional feasance, humaneness, leadership or political 
standing could be questioned. It is for this reason that 
they wish to continue to support their candidate, and are 
unable to u why their views were sought in the 
first place, if those who sought their views are not 
interested hearing them. Why play the game of “democ- 
racy,” if what they have to say is not heeded by the 
higher ups. 


Accordingly, even though no one wants to fight, the 
battle continues. And surely, the battle wounds will be 
hard to heal. For the time being only one thing is certain: 
only one person can occupy the executive director’s 
chair. And the sooner that happens the better—for all 
concerned. 


Editor's Note 


By presenting this story we do not wish to take a stand in 
support of either candidate. There is only one reason we 
brought up this issue: the storm that gathered around 
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} is not unique in Hungarian public life. 
We are still in the process of learning about democracy, 
and meanwhile we n\isunderstand certain matters: when 
in the course of judgn' competing job applications the 


to the rules of the game called democracy. 


Officials Consider Refagee Camps for 


Transylvanian : 
25000065a Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP in Hungarian 
19 Dec 88 p 5 


[Text] Early this year, when asked whether the Hungar- 
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Nevertheless, for humanitarian and also 
because of our consciousness as Hungarians, we feel 
responsible for them, and we ose Romanian 








POLITICAL 
(MAGYAR }:RLAP] Yet, during the secent weeks we 
neve rer: heard of cases when the Hungarian 
authorities returned persons who fled to our country. 


[Gal] Indeed, there have been cases like that. 


the patience 
ian society, and when it comes to this, we must not forget 
the refugees’ number and the resulting growth of 


[Gal] The primary recipients of this money are those 
local councils, institutions or churches that are provide 
the preconditions for settlement. Thus far, we have paid 
out 40 million forints for this purpose. By the end of the 
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year, however, ihis amount will at least be doubled, 
because the settlement fund is also being used for hous- 
ing, and this process has accelerated recently. 


[MAGYAR HIRLAP] What will happen if the number 
of refugees continues to increase? 


[Gal] In that case, we may consider the creation of 
refugee camps. 


[MAGYAR HIRLAP] And is that being considered? 
[Gal] Yes. 


{MAGYAR HIRLAP] Several people have asked why we 
have not joined the International Refugee Convention; 
after all, some of the refugees legally are not refugees, but 
rather foreign citizens residing in this country? 


[Gai] In their mutual treaties, all nations strive to 
eliminate dual citizenship. This is a time-proven prac- 
tice; after all, unless there are precluding reasons, anyone 
is “released” by his own country if he wants to live 
elsewhere. Unfortunately, Romania only allows this in 
rare cases; therefore, since agreement is lacking, the laws 
in effect proscribe dual citizenship. Of course, this does 
not mean that sometime in the future we would not 
clarify ‘he citizenship status of these refugees as well. As 
for joining the Convention (which we are considering), 
we would not like to see these refugees in more disad- 
vantageous Circumstances than they are now. For exam- 
ple, we permit anyone to travel on if he has someplace to 
go. Regrettably, there have been cases when Western 
countries returned entire Transylvanian families after 
we permitted them to travel there. In sum, I must say 
that no country desires to receive hundreds of refugees 
from Romania. 


[MAGYAR HIRLAP] Many refugees have complained 
that, just as in Romania, in this country they cannot 
become entrepreneurs and cannot make political state- 
ments. As a matter of fact, they have to sign a declaration 
to this effect at the border. 


[Gal] That declaration no longer exists. As for partici- 
pating in political life, we recognize the fact that the 

create various self-help and cultural organiza- 
tions, and the cabinet committee as well as other state 
organs readily collaborate with these. In my view, how- 
ever, it is a natural requirement that the public activities 
of the refugees must not harm the interests of our 
country. 


[Gal] I believe that the notice first published in this 

per by the cabinet committee was supposed to 
clarify this. Why did it take almost a year to publish that 
“collection of regulations?” 
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clear view of his rights and responsibilities. It must also 
be admitted that many organs are not sufficiently knowl- 
edgeable when it comes to this kind of regulations. 


[MAGYAR HIRLAP] Does this mean that refugees and 
administrators would become fully informed if they read 
your notice? 


[Gal] Yes; at least according to today’s information. Of 
course, just as it happened in the past, there will always 
be situations that are entirely new, and will require 
newer regulations yet. Today, we feel that our most 
important task is to speed the settlement of those who 
wish to remain here permanently. Next year the Hungar- 
ian government and the cabinet committee will continue 
to count on society’s understanding and assistance. Since 
the situation has not improved in Romania during the 
recent months, we expect that we will have to receive 
additional refugees in 1989. 


POLAND 


POLITYKA Weekly News Roundup 
26000246a Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish 
No 53, 31 Dec 88 p 2 


[Excerpts] 


National News 


The first part of the PZPR Central Committee plenum 
devoted to the conditions and changes in the party lasted 
two days. In his speech at the end of the deliberations, 
Wojciech Jaruzelski said, “During the course of our 
discussions a variety of views and positions appeared. 
This is understandable and normal, especially as regards 
a major turnabout in how the party fulfills its systemic 
role. The party for many years was a type of "supe- 
roffice.* We inherited the style of party action, the 
schedule for the day and work week from a completely 
different political and social situation. It is high time to 
change it.” [passage omitted] 


The Sejm has passed the law on economic activity, a law 
changing the commercial code, and a law on economic 
activity with foreign subjects. The deputies named 
Zbigniew Messner a member of the Council of State. 
[passage omitted] 


New customs rates become effective on | January 1989. 
In imports, customs on articles considered luxuries will 
increase; in exports, customs on articles, which are in 
short supply in Poland, especially shoes, clothing, and 
food will increase. 
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DZIENNIK USTAW No 40 published new passport 
regulations. It will be possible to keep at home a passport 
for travel to all countries of the world (if they wish to 
receive our traveler). The fee for a passport has aroused 
some emotions; the government spokesman was asked 
about it. The fee varies depending on the pericd of 
validity. For two years and one exit and entry, it is 
10,000 zloty. For foreign residence, it is 130,000 zloty. 
There will be reductions. Fees will be revised depending 
on the increase in the average wage over the course of the 
year. Beginning in 1989, it will no longer be necessary to 
buy and paste so-called passport stamps into passports. 


Wage disputes initiated by the ‘ealth service trade union 
federation with the governme:.: have been suspended. 
On | January 1989, funds for increased wages will be 


assigned. [passage omitted] 


Sick leave from work is regulated by new rules, which 
will become effective on l January 1989. Each plant or 
regional doctor will be able to give leave for as many 
days as the patient’s health requires, but not more than 
six months. Emergency doctors will be able to give leave 
for three days or for six days during an epidemic or 
so-called natural catastrophe. 


A Roman Dmowski Year for 1989 has been proposed by 
an anniversary committee lead by Jerzy Ozdowski, dep- 
uty Sejm marshal. It has been declared appropriate to 
give his name to squares and streets of selected cities and 
towns. [passage omitted] 


Leszek Kolakowski, the well-known philosopher, who 
currently lectures at Chicago University, visited Poland 
for the first time in 20 years. (Among other things, he 
gave a lecture at Warsaw University and had a meeting 
at the Pen Ciub.) {passage omitted] 


A Union of Siberians has been registered in Warsaw. 
Individuals (and members of their families) who were in 
the USSR as exiles, political prisoners, deported, 
interned, and prisoners of war can become members as 
can merabers of the Union of Siberians from 1928. 


The price for telecommunication services will increase 
40 percent on | January 1989. [passage omitted] 


On the Left 


K. Grosz, the leader of Hungary: “It is frequently 
demanded of us that we renounce the last 40 years. No, 
we will not do this, because we have created many values 
and we are proud of them. But if we are proud of the 
results achieved in the course of these four decades, we 
do not have the right either with respect to ourselves or 
with respect to the following generations to pass in 
silence over the fact that we have made mistakes, that we 
did not acknowledge ‘a change in step’. . . . It is necessary 
to create a mechanism guaranteeing avoidance of such 
mistakes in the future... . 
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“I think that the mistaken practice of the last few months 
lies, first of all, with the central leadership, but also with 
all of the local governmental bodies, in their excessive 
attention devoted to making contact with alternative 
movements instead of improving the functioning of the 
traditional system of political institutions.” 


SOTSYALISTICHESKAYA INDUSTRIYA has called 
the unassembled equipment in the warehouses and stor- 
age facilities for capital construction of the particular 
ministries the hurden that will take perestroika and the 
economy of the country to the bottom. On l October 
1988, this equipment was valued at 15.5 billion rubles, 
or more than 2 million rubles more than a year earlier. 
And reserves of imported equipment have reached a 
value of nearly 5 billion rubies. 


In the GDR, the principles for issuing permits for travel 
abroad to capitalist countries, as a tourist or for perma- 
nent residence, have been published. The regulations list 
the detailed family circumstances that justify travel 
abroad. 


The MSZMP Central Committee has examined a pro- 
posed election law for the first quarter of 1989. The 
proposal should contain alternative versions calling for a 
unicameral or bicameral National Assembly, the ability 
to select from a list, the formation of coalitions, etc. 
Elections to the Hungarian parliament are to be held in 
the fall of 1990. 


Two new associations were registered in Budapest. The 
Ferenc Muennich Association, whose goal is “to protect 
socialism and cultivate Hungarian and international 
revolutionary traditions.” F. Muennich was the head of 
the militia after the war and was premier for a time. The 
other, the Raul Wallenberg Association, considers 
defense of national minorities its most important task. 
R. Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat, helped rescue Jews 
from extermination by Hitler and after the liberation of 
Budapest died after being arrested by the NKVD. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


A warship bearing the name Brezhnev has been renamed 
Tbilisi. [passage omitted] 


“Although radio, television, and the Hungarian Tele- 
graph Agency are under the direct control of the govern- 
ment and operate under its direction, they serve social 
and national openness, and they should reflect it,” said I. 
Pozsgay, Hungarian minister of state. “However, that 
does not mean at all that the government regards these 
bodies exclusively as an instrument of its policies. In 
their publications, they can disseminate varied opinions, 
convictions, and social goals. . . . In the future beside the 
government, a council for information policy or an 
institution called a curator of openness, guaranteeing the 
mass media actually implement the policy of national 
agreement will control the work of the radio, television, 
and press agency.” 











— - - 


leader of the Romanian 
expressing great feelings of esteem, deep regards 
and recognition your untiring activity and great 


creative energy in the service of the nation in the name of 
the achievements of our fatherland”—a fragment of a 
clergy address. 


Opinicss 
Eugeniusz Mironowicz, historian: 


Question] How do you, as a representative of the White 
ussian intelligentsia, see the future, for we are citizens 
of the same country and we will live with one another? 


[Answer] You are asking about a program. I would prefer 
to respond how I view things. The White Russian com- 
munity has adopted the Lithuanian model of behavior, i. 
e., it has closed in upon itself. This is understandable 
when there are no legal forms of activity. I will attempt 
to explain to you that we are concerned with organic 
work in our community. We have no common political 
goals with the Polish majority, if we want to discuss 
— — econ of toe Pellah Salt 

to any political institution of the Polish state, 
because they have not given the community permission 
to conduct this type of activity. Why should we then? We 
have nothing to offer, and we want nothing. 


(Interviewed by Lena Kaletowa, GAZETA ROBOT- 
NICZA 25 November 1988) 


Stanislaw Ciosek, member of the Politburo and secretary 
of the PZPR Central Committee: 


authorities, Walesa, and the church as a political insti- 
tution have is too little for us together to guarantee 


the appeals of the party, Walesa, and the Church. We are 
striving then for an understanding not because we are 





(Comment during a discussion at the editorial offices of 
WPROST 25 December 1988) 


Dr Wojciech Kowalski, lawyer at the Slask University in 


it is difficult to give specifics. 


(Interviewed by Marzenna Guzowska, PRZEGLAD 
KATOLICKI 13 November 1988) 


Methods, Control of Secret Police Viewed 
28000048 Zagreb DANAS in Serbo-Croatian 
29 Nov 88 pp 25-27 


[Article by Zorica Nikolic: “What the Secret Police Can 
Get Away With”) 


Opinion on certain data). 
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We have several quite specific and altogether “fresh” 
reasons for biting into this sensitive topic and subject 
matter. 


The first is the “event” (it might also have been written 
without quotes) that occurred a few days ago in SR 
Slovenia: its assembly also “acquired” (formed in a 
session held 25 October) a committee to oversee the 
lawfulness of the work of the SDS. Here again the 
occasion is quite specific: the creation of the committee 
occurred after the “court trial of the four” began before 
the Military Court in Ljubljana which, as is well known, 
was openly said to have been “‘set up” and which has 
been dragging behind it many other threads of disagree- 
ment, so that in that same session a group of delegates 
from all three chambers of the Slovenian Assembiy was 
also formed to study all the circumstances and conse- 
quences of that trial (major changes were also made in 
the Slovenian Law on Internal Affairs and in the powers 
of the Council of SR Slovenia for Protection of Consti- 
tutional Order). 


Just slightly more than a year ago, when the Constitu- 
tional Court of Yugoslavia looking into the Law on 
Oversight of the SDS which had been adopted by the 
Serbian Assembly and which formed a specific commit- 
tee for that oversight, established that there was no 
question that the Serbian Assembly had the right to 
monitor the work of State Security through its commit- 
tee and that that law was not contrary to the Constitution 
of SR Serbia or the federal Constitution and laws, Jakim 
Spirovski, a judge sitting on the federal Constitutional 
Court, had something else to say on that occasion: that 
the assemblies of the other republics, according to 
records on the proceedings of the constitutional courts, 
had not yet formed specific bodies to monitor the 
lawfulness of the work of the SDS. In practice, this 
means, Spirovski issued a reminder, that only the Ser- 
bian SDS is subject to oversight, while the others are not. 
Taking the position that there was no occasion for 
intervention of the Constitutional Court of Yugoslavia, 
he mentioned that there was every reason to inform the 
delegates of the SFRY Assembly of those differences in 


practice. 


Why do we mention this? Even some of those we 
interviewed and, what is more, “officials” at the top of 
the service, were surprised that “a republic like Slove- 
nia”—which talks the most about democracy and insists 
most loudly and fiercely on a state based on law—has 
only now established that committee and, what is most 
fascinating, only in connection with the “Ljubljana 
trial.” It somehow was “automatically” taken for 
granted, that is, that Slovenia already had such a com- 
mittee, especially since it has been provided for in law. 
To be sure, those who are quite familiar with the history 
of the SDS—“a professional service which is part of the 
system for social self-protection of the SFRY” formed 
after the famous Fourth (Brioni) Plenum of the LCY 
Central Committee in 1966, when UDB-a (State Security 
Administration) was reorganized, which is when it was 
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given its present name—will not be very greatly sur- 
prised by this. They will remember, without being mali- 
cious, how it was the Slovenian Security Service that had 
committed and was committing great errors (for exam- 
ple, the Dachau trials) and how in its history, in an 
environment which, incidentally, had always been 
“UDB-a-oriented” and democratic at one and the same 
time, it could not exactly brag about the oversight of its 
activity. Finally, it is no secret either that even now a 
social action would be welcomed that would help the 
SDS of our country, even though it functions by and 
large in keeping with law and the Constitution and along 
the lines of fundamental principles, to rid itself of certain 
shortcomings with which, incidentally, the entire society 
is in fact imbued. 


Politics in the Police 


To be sure, at one time things were done differently in 
this “field” throughout the country. For example, every 
major “firm” had its own agents, and on their return 
from some “mission” abroad even writers or delegations 
of scientists would be “debriefed by UDB-a.” But if 
anything good remained of the “police usages” of that 
time, then it was the high level of professionalism and 
ethics, as Dr Obren Djordjevic of Belgrade was to 
succinctly put it (from 1978 to mid-1985 he was chief of 
the Serbian State Security Service, and in the watershed 
year of 1966 he headed the commission for reorganiza- 
tion of the service and for personnel matters). The basic 
principle, on the basis of his experience, was this: if a 
man is “clean,” if he has not “gotten dirty,” nothing 
could happen to him. Nevertheless, mistakes are inevi- 
table everywhere, including the police.... It was highly 
esteemed and passed for one of the strongest in the 
world. But we also know that its strength was not always 
a virtue.... And then came the “political people” who 
“could not get their bearings,” since, of course, this is in 
the end a very specific job. 


As soon as someone has special powers in society (in this 
case, eavesdropping, surveillance...), he must also have a 
special status. And immediately that service came to be 
a board. And since, what is more, anyone who knows 
anything at all about politics also knows that the SDS or 
police normally serve the people who are in power, or, in 
short, and this is the most illustrative, that an equals sign 
can be placed without any reservation between the SDS 
and “political police” and that politics is older than the 
service (there is no other way it could be, Djordjevic 
says), it is no wonder that “when politics needed some- 
thing, the easiest thing was to find that something was 
wrong in the police.” Based on Djordjevic’s long years of 
experience (beginning as a rural operative after the war, 
he came to head the service and “survived” until quite 
recently), that is the way things are not only in our 
country, but in the world generally. He, then, was one of 
those who felt that it was better for a committee to have 
an insight into what the SDS was doing and who specif- 
ically insisted that it be made up of as few people as 
possible, people, of course, who had been cleared, since 
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we are “bloody under the skin “ we have our shortcom- 

ings, for example, we are not to be taken at our word, and 

secrecy is a basic rule in this work. So if some problem 

arises, there would be the assembly, there would be its 

committee, and there would be those, which is not 

= rare, who made a politician the head of the 
ice. 


Thus, everything was squared away from the formal 
standpoint. Our society provided normative safeguards 
against possible abuses in that service, but also against 
abuses of that service, in various laws and committees, 
but mistakes have still occurred. And some of them even 
leak out. The most recent example is the case of the 
humoresque Vojko and Savile, when the public learned 
about the impermissible methods used by officials and 
individuals of the SDS. But that is not really the “rule,” 
since the victims of such methods neither know, nor do 
they ever learn, whether their mail has been opened and 
read or telephone conversations perhaps bugged and 
taped or noted down at home or at some other address. 
However that may be, though, in spite of the fact that 
private life must be inviolable, the chief of Belgrade 
State Security has acknowledged, and he did this in a 
meeting of the city committee of the LC, that a file of the 
city Security Service was in fact used by order of politi- 
cians at that time to write the disgraceful comic short 
story (in which Gojko Nikolis and Pavie Savic could be 
recognized as the characters Vojko and Savie). In spite of 
that acknowledgment and indeed even regret, Dusan 
Stupar lost his position, and the name of the real author 
of the story, which even today has not been made public, 
as well as the name of the person who “ordered” the file 
have remained on the conscience of politics, always the 
senior branch. However, there was also something else 
which clearly followed from the position of the Presid- 
ium of the Belgrade City Committee of the LC to the 
effect that “the League of Communists of Yugoslavia 
never adopted a position, nor will it, of using personal 
and private data on people in the ideological struggle in 
order to discredit them moraily and politically”: that in 
the background of the “case,” moreover, there was even 
something more than politics—a conflict between two 
policies. The case did, of course, give rise to many 
quandaries and questions, above all a question that is 
actually rhetorical: Can the party or individuals in it use 
methods “‘in the ideological struggle” such as preparing 
files on certain people or tapping their phones?! 


The public also learned about many court cases in which 
certain employees of the SDS were charged with divulg- 
ing confidential data to friends or acquaintances, even 
though according to regulations of the service even their 
colleagues from neighboring offices ought not to have 
been “hanging around” in the rooms where those data 
were kept. 


Who Are Authorized 


The keeping of files, incidentally, has been legalized by 
the Constitution and by a specific law, but, it is explicitly 
stated, only on suspicious persons, those, for example, 
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who work for foreign intelligence services or those in the 
country on the other hand who are cooking up plots 
against the present system. Nothing unusual in that, 
rather the contrary. Incidentally, the political police 
came into being in the first place as an instrument of the 
ruling stratum whereby it, regardless of the socioeco- 
nomic formation in the state, attempted to safeguard its 
position as the holder of political power. But times are 
changing. Back 44 years ago, when the need to set up a 
government organization in the security area was made 
official by Comrade Tito’s order to establish the Depart- 
ment for Protection of the People (OZN-a, koja “sve 
dozna”) [OZN-a, which “finds out everything”’}, its basic 
points of departure were lawfulness in operation, 
humanism, and devotion to the interests of the working 
class and policy of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia. 
The personnel who worked on security matters were 
expected to be tough and devoted, to have, as someone 
has said, “a cool head, a warm heart, and clean hands,” 
which is what is expected even today. But mistakes still 
happen. Not, to be sure, on such a large scale as what 
occurred in Rankovic’s time when the attempt to harness 
the security services in the struggle for power and to 
impose them on society and the League of Communists 
was fortunately frustrated, and when Tito, speaking in 
July 1966 at the fourth plenum, mentioning the separa- 
tion of internal security from the LC, emphasized that a 
major issue was involved, although there are those who 
think that the situation improved only temporarily fol- 
lowing the Brioni Pienum. Only until politics did after all 
interfere in the work of the SDS in a manner that was not 
permitted. “In the last 10 years,” Viadan Vasilijevic, 
scientific counselor in the Institute for Criminological 
and Sociological Research in Belgrade, recently told the 
BORBA reporter, who incidentally is well known for 
being rather knowledgeable on this topic and for being 
outspoken, “we politicize all the professional services, 
including State Security. There were dangerous links and 
tie-ups between it and politicians, especially those who 
counted on the interests of narrow informal groups. 


The case we have already mentioned of Vojko and Savie 
is an example of just such a danger. And there have also 
been other kinds, but without exception they all come 
down to the same thing: authorizations. They are the 
essence of it all, especially when we add an unwritten 
rule: The most important thing is the assessment of the 
balance of power. This is probably the point at which we 
should mention as an illustration the case of a republic 
minister of internal affairs—whose honesty no one dis- 
putes, but who, the politicians say, exceeded his author- 
ity and, the police say, did not respect the rules of the 
profession, and was removed, allegedly for that reason, 
not because of any wrong estimates. But we will not go 
into that. Let us leave the “case of the sour apple,” 
perhaps for some later time, since in any case certain 
people, instead of talking to us, gave us a friendly 
warning not to get involved in that. 


So, instead, where exactly are those authorizations? First 
of all, in the law and in the relations that prevail in 
politics and the League of Communists. Article 176 of 
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the SFRY Constitution declares “the inviolability of the 
integrity of the human personality, personal and family 
life, and other rights of the individual,” and Article 185 
states that “the secrecy of the mails and other means of 
communication is inviolable. Law alone can prescribe 
that departures may be made from the principle of the 
inviolability of the secrecy of the mails and other means 
of communication on the basis of the decision of the 
competent authority if this is indispensable to conduct- 
ing criminal ings or to the country’s security.” 
Further, only the top official in State Security in the 
republic may issue the decision calling for special treat- 
ment of a particular individual, which means wiretap- 
ping and checking the mail. This is envisaged in Article 
24 of the federal Law on the Bases of the State Security 
System (dating from 1984), whereby “the official who 
heads the body which handles affairs of State Security 
may, if this is necessary on grounds of security of the 
SFRY, within the jurisdiction of his agency, order in a 
decision that certain measures be taken toward individ- 
ual persons and organizations which depart from the 
principle of the inviolability of the secrecy of the mails 
and other means of communication.” 


Spies Are Among Us 


It seems that Janko Curko, secretary of the Zadar SUP 
[Secretariat for Internal Affairs], all things considered, 
still did not order that anything of the kind (spying) 
toward Ivan Pasa, former chairman of the Business 
Board of SOUR Jugotanker, the retired colonel and 
sociopolitical figure Rudi Basic, and professors Josip 
Vidakovic and Ivica Mastruk (who was also a delegate in 
the Assembly of SR Croatia). The first three, just to 
remind the reader, sent a letter to Ivo Latin, chairman of 
the State Presidency of SR Croatia, in which they com- 
plained that Curko had issued an order to an inspector of 
SUP to spy on them. A commission of the republic SUP 
did, it is true, establish that this was an invention, but 
the inspector alluded to the journal kept on that survcil- 
lance, so instead of the case being closed, doubts were 
raised, and for that reason all the facts are to be verified 
once again, and a determination is to be made as to what 
the SDS undertook after the first charges were made 
concerning this alleged surveillance. Yet even if every- 
thing stays the same and it turns out that the “subjects of 
surveillance” groundiessly aroused suspicions concern- 
ing the sound functioning of the sociopolitical system, 
the SUP in particular, those suspicions will still remain 
with many people. In the end, the people are always 
inclined to assume that “where there is smoke....” Once 
confidence has been shaken, it is difficult to restore. 


In any case, evidence obtained in an irregular manner, 
regardless of who gathered it, cannot be valid. But, it is 
true, valid unpleasantness can be caused. Incidentally, 
any datum can be tailored to one’s objective and to the 
recipient who needs it, for example, a political group. In 
the opinion of Vasilijevic, whom we have already men- 
tioned, and in this he is not alone, even data that get into 
the file by regular channels are not filtered or regularly 
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checked (none of those we talked with who have worked 
in the SDS for years agree at all with this. saying among 
other things that inaccurate information by definition 
does not get into the information system or, if this is 
learned subsequently, it is then eliminated from it), and, 
as he sees it, “may contain much that has been added 
from the milieu which has an interest in and reason for 
a conflict with someone.” 


Breaking the Blockade 


A few days ago, as is well known to the entire public, the 
secretary of the republic SUP of SR Montenegro submit- 
ted his resignation, on grounds, to simplify the matter, 
“the police did what they were told.” It is, however, less 
aware that once again the heart of the event lay in the 
relation between the police and politics. After all, of 
course, the decision on that action by the police was 
taken by the top government and party leadership of 
Montenegro. In short, politics, as is usually the case, was 
senior to the police, but only a former high-level trade 
union leader “dropped out,” and he, as we see, has 
reproached the people. 


But since every rule has its exceptions, we will also 
mention the “case” of Dusko Zgonjanin, republic secre- 
tary for internal affairs of Bosnia-Hercegovina. To be 
sure, he did not submit his resignation, but he did 
announce that he would retire as called for by law. 
Perhaps the police was not senior even in detecting the 
Agrokomerc scandal, but it certainly was more clever 
than politics. Everyone was amazed that the head of a 
republic police agency would dare even to mention the 
narnes and call the roll of politicians, but be that as it 
may, Zgonjanin did nevertheless crack the case and 
succeed in penetrating the political blockade. Inciden- 
tally, the award of the Regional Antifascist Council of 
National Liberation of Bosnia-Hercegovina which was 
recently presented to him has been described as recogni- 
tion to the service, and it truly would be strange, to say 
the least. for a man who finished his career in the service 
in which he had begun and which he did his job 
honorably, to leave—even if only because he has quali- 
fied for retirement—leaving room for speculation and, 
what is more, as some have already noted, as an “embar- 
rassing witness.” 


Perhaps, the story goes, this is related to some extent to 
the “case” of interrogation of university students in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina. But even that case is already so 
worn-out that there is certainly no reason to retell it. 
Only so much as to say that the students say that they 
were abused in the State Security Service, while the 
republic SUP, in its statement, asserts the opposite. 
Allegedly, students of the School of Political Science at 
Sarajevo University, moreover some of the best stu- 
dents, were summoned on several occasions to the SDS 
for informative conversations, as it is usually put, which 
lasted as long as 10 hours.... Be that as it may, this case 
raised fundamental issues about the functioning of the 
State Security Service and about its powers. Especially 
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because of differences from one part of the country to the 
other: after all, if in one place one can openly, in public, 
and from official positions speak about “debatable ini- 
tiatives” (the Presidium of the Bosnia-Hercegovina 
Republic Conference of the Socialist Youth League 
believes that the real reasons for interrogating the stu- 
dents lie in their participation in professional meetings 
of schools of political science of Yugoslavia held in 
Slovenia), how is it, then, that those same initiatives are 
seen in another part of that same SFRY as “of interest 
from the standpoint of security”?! 


And what is one to say in conclusion? Someone has 
already said that the rule of law means more than merely 
legal justice measured out in so-called substantive legal 
enactnents, since, as Svetozar Markovic noted long ago, 
even “barbarism” can be dressed up in the robes of the 
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law. Or, as Joseph Fouche said in the principle he 
proclaimed in his time: “All is permitted to him who is 
working in the spirit of the revolution.” The real issue, 
however, as some of our fellow journalists have already 
noted, is revolutionary voluntarism or that ideological 
blueprint of socialism which is devoid of important 
achievements of civilization in the modern era, includ- 
ing the intolerable rejection of the idea of the rule of law. 


That motto obviously does not apply today in our 
society. But if there is any truth in the anecdotal precept 


“fear the UDB-a agents even when they are not around,” 
then there certainly is truth as well in the “fear politicans 
even when they retire.” It is difficult for the ordinary 
person to distinguish who is more dangerous, and he 
thinks about that even if he has not done anything 
wrong. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


Engine-Control Simulator for Naval Training 


23000067 East Berlin VOLKSARMEE in German 
No 50, Dec 88 p 5 


[Article by Commander Wolf Wackerhagen] 


ext] At the beginning of September, 1988, just in time 
or the start of the academic year, the “Karl Liebknecht” 
Officer Candidate School took possession of an engine- 
control console trainer. A research team composed of 
members of the People’s Navy and the People’s Marine 
Electronics Plant in Rostock (SER) created the facility. 
Commander Beyer, as the head representative of the 
People’s Navy, and Reserve Commanders Albrecht and 
Adam from the Marine Engineering Section of the train- 
ing facility, were largely responsible for developing and 
testing the facility. As a result of direct cooperation with 
the research facility, it was possible to construct the 
trainer in such a way that it meets the training needs of 
the officer candidates. In addition, as a result of the 
Navy’s cooperative role in this venture, it was possible to 
achieve considerable savings as far as developmental 
costs are concerned. As was previously reported in VA 
40/88, it is the trainer’s purpose is to simulate the 
engine-operating conditions of a modern ship of the line, 
and to train the candidates’ in behavior under trial 
conditions and conditions of psychological stress. The 
underlying principle behind the facility is as a trainer in 
basic command principles; from the standpoint of meth- 
odology, it is intended to be an antiaverage training 
device. Microelectronics and computer technology form 
the basis of this device. By means of this trainer, empha- 
sis can be placed on such aspects of training as: 


e Learning all steps necessary to monitor and control 
engine consoles. 

e Systematic training in decisionmaking, teamwork, 
and modes of behavior in high-risk situations. 

e The development and inculcation of key components 
of individual psychological reliability under condi- 
tions such as lack of time, or constant changes of 
position. 

+ Perfecting all actions and decisions so as to insure the 
economical and rational use of the combat readiness 
section of the engine room in such a way that the 
vessel may be kept stable under combat conditions. 


The engine console trainer is equipped with circuit 
boards, consoles, communications devices, hardware 
configuration, the grouping of computers, and the con- 
figuration of software in such a way that practical 
a can be carried out. Such assignments would 
include: 


e Clearing battle stations for movement and combat. 

e Supplying the energy needs of 52 on-board user 
groups, keeping the energy balance in mind. 

e Single and multiengine operation involving various 
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types of steering maneuvers and modes of operation. 
e Maintaining normal flotation attitude and reserve 
flotation capability with intact or damaged floating 
e Fighting fires and leakage using fire extinguishing and 
pumping facilities. 
¢ Elimination of disorders through the use of replace- 
ment circuits and the antiaverage cable system. 


It is characteristic that all practical actions undertaken 
by the candidates at the battle stations must involve the 
pressing or pulling of the appropriate switch, i.e. no 
technical facilities or systems can be inadvertently 
turned on or off. Even the pumps and the fire-fighting 
systems operate by means of the circuitry on the boards. 
Information concerning the progress of fire-fighting 
measures, or the status of leaks is disseminated via 
terminals. The magnitude of disorders, operational 
maneuvers, or faulty maneuvers can be recorded by 
means of printers. Tape recorders can record order. and 
reports, and these can be used for purposes of evaluation. 


The hardware equipment and software configuration 
that were developed by the research team make the 
following technical simulations possible: 


1. Presenting all static and dynamic parameters of oper- 
ating conditions and processes, bunker levels under all 
operating conditions and steering conditions, whether 
they be normal, abnormal, or irregular type of operation. 


2. Simulation and representation of what occurs when 
important operational parameters are exceeded. 


3. Overheating and fire, as well as a representation of 
what occurs in terms of the spread of fire if fire fighting 
measures are not taken, if they are improperly imple- 
mented, or if they are implemented in an untimely 
manner. 


4. Representation of the appearance of situations should 
individual, sequential, or simultaneous problems arise, 
as well as their effects. 


5. Information concerning leaks, or indications of ship- 
ping water, together with the level in each case, as well as 
data on the extent of failure of technological systems or 
equipment as a result of flooding due to flood control 
measures that are either not performed, or performed in 
a faulty manner. 


Circuit boards, consoles, and illuminated plans were 
arranged in such a way that six battle stations, three 
group battle stations, a command post for the comman- 
dant of combat section and a bridge for training pur- 
poses are available. 


In addition, a complex for organizational, methodologi- 
cal, and pedagogical management has been established. 
From here, the instructor can, among other things, 
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evaluate the candidate's recorded maneuvers and deci- 
sions, feed in problems, and influence the course of 
instruction. A multicomputer network consisting of eight 
K 1520 microcomputers has been installed to simulate 
the necessary chains of events and all images that repre- 
sent operating conditions. 


The engine-control panel trainer has been divided into 
various functional ts, to which additional 
functional units can be assigned, due to the structure of 
its facilities and the nature of the tasks it must fulfill. The 
central monitoring complex serves to control the most 
important maneuvers and procedures. It represents the 
command center of the engine room's battle section 
(Command Post V). The chief component is the central 
monitoring station. Within the central guidance com- 
plex, there are the functional units, the ship’s guidance 
console and the instructional console. The ship’s guid- 
ance console depicts a bridge with the service and 
commanding gear of an engine room combat section. 
Other functions include: main engines, energy produc- 
tion, ship’s security. These possibilities show clearly that 
the engine-control console trainer can be used in a 
variety of ways, and that the officer candidates and 
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noncommissioned officer candidates can be trained in 
tasks of increasing degrees of difficulty, scope, and 
complexity, depending upon their previous knowledge 
and the degree of their skills in the face of an ever- 
increasing complexity. The trainer's focus in terms of use 
is justified by its complexity, which requires that the 
candidate must possess at least minimal knowledge of all 
functioning units. 


For this reason, training during the individual years of 
study is organized in such 4 way that the candidate 
begins by acquainti himself with all the components of 
all battle stations, und by the time he has completed his 
fourth year of study, he is capable of reacting appropri- 
ately and quickly to disorders in the technological gear 
on board the ship. In this way, a further basis for 
shipboard service is created in that, among other things, 
the time required to earn their certification for their 
shipboard duties is markedly shortened. Future projec- 
tions are that commanders of engine combat sections, as 
well ag watch engineers, will complete continuing educa- 
tion courses at the facility to increase the effectiveness of 
combat training and special training on the ships and 
boats of the People’s Navy. 
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ALBANIA i and temporary, but deeply thoughtful, scien- 
tific and everlasting. Their correctness was proven by 
time and the reality of the building of sociaiism in our 
Report to Sixth Agricultural Cooperatives country 

21000007 Tirana BASHKIMI in Albanian The creation and progress of uninterrupted improve- 

22 Nov 88 pp 4-6 ment fhe coopertve tem Afni te 2m 
As stressed by Comrade Ramiz 

to the Sixth Agricultural Cooperatives Congress — cesiptidiond ester “tile Keone toe ties 


Increasing Production and Progress in the Socialist 
Village”) 


[Text] 
Dear comrade delegates: 


The representatives of cooperative peasantry, arriving 
from all corners of our socialist fatherland, are assem- 
bled today at the Sixth Agricultural Cooperatives Con- 
gress to review their achievements and to assign new 
tasks in order to further strengthen and perfect the 
cooperative system and in order that our socialist agri- 
culture will march forward on the road of its uninter- 
rupted progress. 


This congress is a notable event not only for our agricul- 
tural workers, but for all our people. The cooperative 
peasantry comes to this great gathering united as a sole 
body around the party, in close alliance with the working 
class and ready to take new tasks and pledges upon 
themselves. 


Involved in the powerful revolutionary movements 
“Standard-Bearers of Comrade Enver Hoxha’s Teaching 
and Militants for Implementing the Decisions of the 
Ninth Party Congress,” the agricultural peasantry is 

in many actions and is mobilized with all its 
forces to fulfill the Eighth 5-Year Plan, whose fulfillment 
will serve as a healthy springboard for greater levels of 


development and progress in the future. 


The creation and progress of the cooperative system—a 
great victory of party’s agrarian policy. 


Four decades have elapsed since the time when, in 
harmony with the program worked out by the party on 
the basis of Marxist-Leninist teachings, Comrade Enver 
Hoxha put forth the slogan of collectivization of agricul- 
ture as the only alternative to remove our peasantry from 
its deep backwardness and to rescue it for all time from 
the fierce feudal-bourgeois oppression and exploitation, 
driving it into the bright road of socialism. 


Collectivization of agriculture was neither a simple nor 
an easy matter. It brought in the open a number of acute 
and difficult issues with a political, economic, social, 
Organizational and technical character, for which the 
party tried to find and found solutions, which were not 





carried out which we have learned to call simple revolu- 


and determined to undertake great tasks and to apply the 
teachings of the party and of Comrade Enver Hoxha with 
consistency.” 


Although in difficult conditions, in the face of urgent 
tasks to increase agricultural and livestock production, 
the party pursued and executed an agrarian policy, 
without rushing, which responded to the interests of 
peasantry and to socialist construction in the country. 
The fact that in our country we needed more than 20 
years to complete the collectivization of agriculture 
(1946-67) is a clear proof of the consistency with which 
the principle of voluntarism and of conviction of peas- 
antry was executed. Our party has always been careful 
and attentive in regard to this fundamental issue. Our 
party has never mixed up desires and real possibilities; it 
never made hasty progress; everything was done in due 
time. 


The cooperative system in our country was born and is 
developing with the many-sided economic, material and 
technical support of the socialist state. As Comrade 
Enver Hoxha used to point out, “The matter is not just 
to create the agricultural cooperative. After this, the 
most important thing is to organize with 
modern means.” For this, the socialist state made and is 
making great and direct investments in agriculture, both 
for setting up and reinforcing those industrial branches 
that support the increase of production and for develop- 
ing the cooperative system. This purpose is supported by 
the formation of the machine tractor stations and the 
investments for land improvement and systematization 
and irrigation, plants for the production of chemical 
fertilizers, insecticides and pesticides, plastic products, 
selected seeds, breed animals, credits, and opening of 
scientific schools and institutions for agriculture and so 
forth. The great idea of Lenin, that any social order is 
born only with the many-sided support of a determined 
class, is being realized in practice on this road. In this 
process, the working class and cooperative a 
forged their altinndd, a6 the piller of paitelesian thewaas 
ship. In our country, peasantry is not a simple ally of the 
working class, but its worthy fellow-combatant in the 
building of the new socialist society. The victories of the 
revolution are very dear to our peasantry; therefore, our 
peasantry determinedly defends the people’s govern- 
ment and socialist fatherland. Thus, the effort, labor and 














JPRS-EER-89- 018 
22 February 1989 


sweat of our patriotic and work-loving cooperative peas- 
antry are to be found in all great achievements of the 
party’s period in the socialist industrialization of the 
country, in the increased accumulation and in the 
improved material and cultural well-being of the people. 


Our revolutionary experience proves in an incontestable 
manner the universal value of Marxist-Leninist teach- 
ings that only under the conditions of complete socialist 
collectivization the agrarian issue can be correctly 
solved. The cooperative order in Albania, built with 
ideological clarity of vision and wise political mind by 
the Workers Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha, has 
proved and proves every day its vitality, superiority, 
age advantages, reserves and inexhaustible possibilities 
— of agriculture and the progress of 


The cooperative system now comprises 460 large-scale 
production centers, occupying 75 percent of the land 
under cultivation and with more than 80 percent of the 
country’s livestock, as well as an important part of other 
means of production. Cooperatives produce about three- 
quarters of the general agricultural and livestock produc- 
tion. State enterprises, as a higher form of the socialist 
organization of agriculture, also occupy an important 
place, acting as they should as examples of large-scale, 
intensive, modern production. 


In the last 20 years alone, which separate us from the 
Fifth Agricultural Cooperatives Congress, more than 
300,000 hectares of new lands have been reclaimed for 
the cooperative sector and the irrigated area has been 
increased by 110,000 hectares, making it possible for 
about 60 percent of arable lands in our country to be 
irrigated. The cooperatives work force has been 
increased by about 250,000. The number of tractors has 
been doubled and the machine industry in the service of 
agriculture has been expanded. Also, the quantity of 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides has been increased. 
The number of cadres has been tripled. The application 
of the new discoveries of science and of contemporary 
technology has assumed broader dimensions. 


All this made it possible to provide agricultural produc- 
tion with a higher level of freedom from the influence of 
weather conditions. This fact was especially confirmed 
during the past years as a result of exceptional periods of 
drought which, in other conditions, would have had very 
serious consequences and would have shaken the entire 
economy and the life of our people. On the basis of this, 
we witnessed the known historical victory achieved by 
the agricultural sector of our country which, in the past, 
could not feed about one million people with corn bread 
for 6 months, while today it managed to provide grains 
and other food products for feeding a population of over 
3 million people; it also supplies the food industry and 
light industry with raw materials and gives valuable 
assistance for increasing exports. 


ECONOMIC 


The party has never separated the t and 
improvement of cooperatives from the struggle for mak- 
ing the life of village people happier and more prosper- 
ous. Like all our people, our cooperative peasantry 
enjoys the fruit of its free labor, liverated from any kind 
of oppression and exploitation. Today, about 80 percent 
of cooperative families live in new dwellings. The expan- 
sion of education and medical service free of charge for 
everyone, the widening of the network of trade, commu- 
nal services and artisan services, the complete electrifi- 
cation of villages, the supplying of drinking water to all 
villages to be completed within 1990, the telephone 
network and its links with automobile highways are also 
great victories. 


All these major transformations and historic achieve- 
ments are a testimony to and a brilliant vindication of 
Lenin’s teachings on cooperativism, and a total exposure 
of the negation of their value by modern revisionists. 


As we know, a number of countries with people's democ- 
racies embarked on the road of collectivization after 
World War Il. However, this process was either left 
half-completed or was entirely abandoned in these coun- 
tries as a result of revisionist treachery. The kolkhozes, 
cooperatives, or communes have been viciously discred- 
ited, and every trace of collectivization is now being 
eliminated. To extract themselves from the blind alley 
down which they have traveled, the revisionists have 
found no alternative apart from a reversion to the 
dispersal of collective property and the restoration of 
private property in the countryside. Yet the blame for all 
the evils and failures that have beset the agriculture of 
these countries cannot be laid at the door of Lenin’s 
ideas on cooperativism, but is a result of nothing other 
than their distortion and rejection. These countries are 
following the road of restoring capitalism, of exploita- 
tion and class division, and of that very order for whose 
overthrow the workers class and the working peasantry 
rose in revolution. 


Reality has proved in theory and practice that the cooper- 
ative system is a dynamic order, full of life and vitality, in 
movement and in an uninterrupted development. 


Implementing Comrade Enver Hoxha’s ideas and the 
decisions and directives of the Sixth Party Congress, 
higher type agricultural cooperatives were established in 
the areas with the most suitable climate and land condi- 
tions, as an original and most progressive form of the 
cooperative system. The direct participation of the gov- 
ernment with productive investments and other techni- 
cal, material and financial means, appropriate for 
increasing agricultural and livestock production at a 
more rapid pace in these cooperatives, gave a 

impulse to their development as great intensified social- 
ist agricultural units. Parallel with this, socialist relation- 
ships were raised to a higher level, thus making a 
contribution to the preparation of conditions for the 
gradual rapprochement of group property with the prop- 
erty of the entire people. 
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To further consolidate the new experience acquired 
through the creation of higher type cooperatives, the 
Eighth Party Congress established a wide are: of more 
than 100,000 hectares of arable lands, whose priority 
intensification was backed up by the government in a 
special manner with necessary material and technical 
base. The execution of this directive accelerated the 
increase of production in this zone. 


The continuous pursuit of the road of strengthening the 
cooperative order made it possible for a great number of 
cooperatives to start initiatives and revolutionary move- 
ments aimed at further reducing the size of the cooperative 
yards by reducing not only the area of land, but also the 
number of domestic animals. With the full free will of 
cooperative members, the cooperatives move to the group- 
ing of all sheep and goats of the cooperative yards, while 
cows were all herded in the plains. This was another 
revolutionary step of our patriotic peasantry on the road of 
expanding and strengthening common property. 


The movement for increasing herding in brigades and 
the sowing of their fields on the basis of the village was 
born in the past 2 years, always on the original and 
revolutionary road, and spread in all cooperatives. Its 
purpose is to meet, in a better way and on the basis of 
collectivity, the needs of the brigade members and vil- 
lagers with milk, dairy products, beans, potatoes, vege- 
tables and, gradually even meat. This initiative of special 
importance, also backed up by the Ninth Party Congress, 
not only increases the assurance for the regular supply of 
the village people, but also gives the cooperative an 
Opportunity to increase production for the market. 


Under present conditions, in order to further strengthen 
the cooperativist order and to boost agriculture and 
livestock production, a range of new problems and tasks 
emerge involving the further refinement of socialist 
relations in production, a wider use of economic levers 
and mechanisms, the encouragement of cooperativists’ 
creative thinking and initiative, mobilization for highly 
productive labor, the identification and application of 
the most suitable kinds of management and organiza- 
tion, and the ever better harmonization of the interests 
of cooperativists and the cooperatives with those of 
society as a whole. It is also a fact that the standard 
statue of 1968, approved at the Fifth Agricultural Coop- 
eratives Congress, includes rules and regulations that 
have in practice been rendered obsolete by the develop- 
ment of the cooperative order, by cooperativists’ revo- 
lutionary initiatives, and by improvements in the inter- 
nal management of agricultural cooperatives. For all 
these reasons, the need has arisen to rework the cooper- 
atives’ standard statute. These matters were considered 
at length in the people’s discussion of the new draft 
statutes, which was a large-scale sociopolitical mass 
action on the part of the cooperativist peasantry, led by 
the party. It was conducted as a constituent part of the 
proceedings of this congress, and began among coopera- 
tivist brigades. 


ECONOMIC 


Cooperative democracy was expressed on a higher level 
at the people’s discussions on the draft statute. The 
members of cooperatives spoke freely, with political 
maturity, with realism and boldness about their 
thoughts, made correct suggestions, expressed their wor- 
ries and made constructive criticism about the welfare of 
production and the perfection of organization and man- 
agement of work in cooperatives and about an uninter- 
rupted strengthening of mutual economy and coopera- 
tive system. 


The meetings on the draft statute were attended by 
550,000 agricultural cooperative members and more 
than 138,000 cooperative members spoke about valuable 
thoughts; this fact shows the high political awareness and 
determination of our peasantry to march forward with- 
Out pause on the road led by the party. 


The issues of vital importance for the entire country, that 
are presented for increased agricultural and livestock 
production, the perfection of socialist relationships in 
production and the further development of the cooper- 
ative system dictated the appeal of this congress. Its task 
is to solve these issues and to sanction them in the new 
Statute that is presented for examination and approval. 
Their correct solution will open new prospects for the 
development of agriculture and for the progress of social- 
ist village. 


The increase and modernization of agricultural produc- 
tion is the main factor for satisfying the needs of the 
people and the economy and for improving the well- 
being of cooperative members. 


In all the process of socialist construction, agriculture 
has played and will play a very important role. On the 
level of its development depend the well-being of the 
people, the progress of the producing forces at the level 
of the country, the improvement of the self-action of the 
economy and the invigoration of the defense capacity of 
our fatherland. The following are linked with this devel- 
opment: the narrowing of differences between cities and 
villages, the expansion of domestic market and the 
further reinforcement of the alliance between the work- 
ing class and cooperative peasantry. 


Two-thirds of the country’s population live in the coun- 
tryside, and about 700,000 people are employed in 
agricultural production. Agriculture is faced with the 
demand of better meeting the needs for agricultural and 
animal products of a growing population with increas- 
ingly high demands for quantity and quality, with the 
aim of further improving the people’s dietary balance, 
especially by increasing the consumption of animal 
products, vegetables, and fruit. It also has the task of 
guaranteeing the regular and adequate supply of raw 
materials to the food and light industries, with the aim of 
increasing the range and quality of industrially processed 
products, and balancing better the market demand for 
these articles with supply. There are also higher demands 
for agriculture to increase its contribution to exports by 
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better exploiting all the country’s natural wealth and its 
favorable climatic and soil conditions. Industrial goods 
of agricultural origin and fresh and processed agricul- 
tural products now make up 40 percent of exports. 


guard cooperativists 
and 65 quintals 
than 15,000 hectares. In corn, 80-100 quintals per hect- 


4 years. 


in cotton, as a result of the persistent work, it was made 
possible to make a shift and, in the past 4 years, yields 
were 65 percent higher. We know the achievements of 
the agricultural cooperatives which created herds with 
cows of high yields, such as the Kemishtaj, Shalesi, Preze 
achievements of the shepherds and of agricultural coop- 
goats of high productivity, such as the agricultural coop- 
eratives in Konispol, Dukaj, Progonat and Caja or the 
cooperatives devoted to livestock in Skrapar, Korce and 
other districts. 


Despite this advanced experience and the priority sup- 
port being given to agriculture’s material, technical, and 
scientific base, it is unacceptable and wrong for many 
ives, sectors, and brigades, because of various 
shortcomings, to have created significant shortfalls in 
plan fulfillment which affect the incomes of cooperativ- 
ists and the state’s economic and foreign currency bal- 
ance of payments. These are most significant in corn 
production, in livestock fodder, vegetabies, fruit, meat, 
milk, and some industrial crops. It is true that unfavor- 
able weather conditions have influenced these failures to 
fulfill the plan. But the deficits that have arisen in 
i and livestock production, that have not been 
small this year, cannot be explained by this factor alone. 
This has meant that the imports of such articles of 
agricultural origin as oil, sugar, rice, cotton, leather, and 
so forth, have risen instead of being reduced. 


The keys to the solution of the issues, which are assigned 
to agriculture today and in the future, are: the increased 
production by all means and a more effective harmoni- 
zation of its structure, increased yields in agricultural 


Grain production has been and remains the main task 
assigned to agriculture. The party directive that the 
struggle for bread is the struggle for socialism is always in 
force. The people’s food is linked with grain production; 
without grain there is neither increase in number nor 
intensive development in agriculture. 
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The needs of the country and the interests of peasantry 
itself demand that the work and efforts to increase yields 
everywhere, 


However, it is a fact that livestock has not progressed 
with the same tempo of development as agri 


stock, determining 
species and the improvement of their productivity con- 
stitute today the greatest reserve for livestock production 


quantity and structure. More importance must be given 
to soy bean production within this structure, the soy 














both from the increase of yields which, with the excep- 

tion of cotton, are relatively low, and from the improve- 

ment of production quality. Thus, we will assure the 
functioning 


normal of light industry and the food indus- 


Vegetables, beans and potatoes are very important for 
the people’s food. Following the initiatives for growing 
these plants by every work brigade and the village basis, 
the needs of cooperative members for these products are 
being better supplied. Nevertheless, the supplying of 
potatoes and of some kinds of vegetables is far from the 
requirements and from the possibility for producing 
more. No justification can be accepted when potatoes, 
beans and other kinds of are lacking in 
markets, while all the climate conditions and real oppor- 
tunities exist for every district to provide, during the 
whole year and sufficiently, the needs for these kinds of 
products. Therefore, all necessary measures must be 
taken to change this situation starting at the beginning of 
the coming year in order to implement the tasks assigned 
by the Third Plenum of the Party Central Committee for 
improving the supplying of the people. 
Fruit growing occupies 17 percent of the country’s cul- 
tivable area. For its development, our agricultural coop- 
eratives and government have made great investments 
and every year a considerable amount of labor and 
material means are put in . However, there are undesir- 
i and occurrences in this sector. 


the protection and timely harvesting of fruit trees and 
also protection from pests. This is the only process for 
this sector to keep its importance in the structure of 
production and in the revenues of agricultural coopera- 
The party has always recommended that the territorial 
placement of plants and of livestock species can never be 


called solved once and for all. The structure of agricul- 
tural and livestock production is a process which is 


To increase agricultural production and improve its 
effectiveness, the two roads—intensive and extensive— 
must be known and used much better. The attention 


plexes, was correct and in due time. Without giving up 
gg fe Baw Bayne Asay Mage Ak es 


levers with the highest effectiveness. 


In this complex of factors, the protection, rational utili- 
zation and increased fertility of the land today constitute 
the most important factor of the work of agricultural 
cooperatives. Every year and every 5-year plan that 
passes, this task becomes even more acute if we take into 
consideration the conditions in our country—a country 
with a small area of arable land per capita which 
becomes smaller and smaller because of the annual, 
relatively high, increase in the population. In these 
circumstances, the land must be evaluated, treated and 
used in such a manner so that, for each of its units, it will 
produce an increasingly greater quantity of products, 
expand arable areas in the hilly and mountain zones, 
gain new lands for agriculture as much as possible, 
especially on the seashores and river beds, speed up the 











important irrigation works and of agrarian systematiza- 
tion, in increasing prcfitability and in reducing produc- 
tion expenditures. 

The issue is that, utilizing the superiority of the cooper- 
ative system achieved so far, 


tribution to the solution of many issues that are set forth 


always 
achieved not only in the fields of experiments, but also in 
regard to the broad production achieved by agricultural 





Numerous and complex are the tasks and issues pres- 
ently assigned for increasing agricultural and livestock 
production at more rapid paces. However, our party is 


The active role of socialist relationships must be 
improved in order to strengthen and develop the cowp- 
erative system. 
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The agricultural cooperative grew and developed as a 
socialist unit which has as its basis the group ownership 
and the mutua! work of its members. It was on this basis 
that the structures of organization and of management, 
the economic relationships within the cooperative and 
between the cooperative and the state were built. 


These characteristic qualities of this economic organiza- 
tion must always be kept in mind. The party has criti- 
cized those incorrect concepts and practices which treat 
the cooperative as a state enterprise. At the Ninth 
Congress, the party stressed again that the life of group 
ownership is a long life, and that its possibilities for 
development and progress are great and long term. 


The stage that the cooperative order has reached, the 
large extent that collective property has assumed, and 
the new tasks set before it for increasing production and 
furthering the countryside’s progress require the further 
refinement of socialist relations in production. The new 
statute and the people’s discussion that was carried out 
concerning it set out the main guidelines of these 
changes. Their essence is to expand the initiative and 
competences of the cooperative, to encourage increased 
production, and to better harmonize the interests of the 
cooperativist with those of the cooperative and the 
interests of the cooperative with those of society. These 
changes will further increase the active role of produc- 
tion relations in paving the way for the comprehensive 
development of the cooperative order, which has the 
strength to surmount every difficulty, to solve every 
problem, and to continually make progress. 


In their discussions on the new proposed statute, the 
cooperative members brought up many issues and pro- 
posed a number of solutions to further perfect coopera- 
tive planning. They stressed correctly that today the 
cooperatives, with their many years of experience and 
the great number of cadres and specialists, working in 
them, have all the opportunities to take upon themselves 
greater responsibilities in the planning of production and 
of its distribution, in establishing a most suitable struc- 
ture for the production branches and the sowing areas 
and for determining many economic, financial, technical 
and other indices which today are provided in a central- 
ized manner from above. 


Experiments carried out in the districts of Elbasan, 
Lushnje, Permet, and in one or two cooperatives of every 
other district support the justice of the demand to give 
more authority to the base in the planning field, as does 
the experienced gained in the mass movement to create 
small herds and fields, where the brigades themselves 
decide how to plan and distribute production. 


On the basis of an assessment of these facts, a decision 
has been reached to extend competences in the field of 
planning to some other districts, and to every coopera- 
tive in the country in 1990. 
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Expressing their readiness to take great tasks upon 
themselves, so as to increase production and improve 
work mobilization, the cooperative members requested, 
at the same time, that the anomalies and shortcomings, 
often observed in the providing of the production plan 
on time and its coordination with material and technical 
needs, be avoided. 


The expansion of production and the increase of activity 
in agricultural cooperatives have stressed the need to 
elevate their organization and management to a higher 
level. In this field, too, progress has been made and 
experience collected; it must be perfected. The small 
cooperatives have been united with enlarged units for 
some time. In all cooperatives, the main profile of 
production structure has been determined, territorial 
Organization established, and the sectors and the 
branches of production, of the plan, of finance, of supply 
and of distribution have been created. 


Also, the agricultural cooperatives adopted the same 
norms for work processes as those of the agricultural 
enterprises, and the experience of the Plase cooperative, 
for agricultural concentration, specialization and circu- 
lation, in accordance with concrete conditions and so 
forth was broadly spread in the other cooperatives. 
However, these matters cannot be called settled once and 
forever and built so as to respond all the time to the tasks 
assigned. to the cooperatives to increase production. 


The general view expressed during the discussion of the 
draft statute was that, within the framework of the 
management of the cooperative, the brigade should 
become the basic unit of organization, production, and 
the supply of brigade members. Cooperativists have 
emphasized that in order to perform this function as well 
as possible, land must be placed at the brigade’s disposal 
for as long a period as possible, and that brigades must be 
supplied with adequate tools for production and trans- 
portation; they also asked that the amount of land and 
the size of the brigade’s work force be decided in 
accordance with the specific conditions of the area and 
the structure of production, linking the brigade, accord- 
ing to circumstances, with the sector or the cooperative 
Presidium. The brigade must also have more authority 
in production and its administration, and in protecting 
property. 


The sector remains the important organizational link 
which has justified its existence. However, in this con- 
nection, as it emerged from the people’s discussions, it is 
vital to further reinforce its function, especially in regard 
to the issues dealing with the improvement of responsi- 
bility, regarding the coordination of economic and pro- 
ducing activities and the fulfillment of production tasks 
and the economic and financial indices of the plan. As a 
rule, the sector must be created on the basis of the 
village, a fact which assures the conformity of its activity 
with that of the party organization and the government 
organs in the village. Practice has shown that the cre- 
ation of the combined agricultural and livestock sector is 
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the most suitable form. In the meantime, there may also 
be specialized sectors. The forms of organization and 

t and the size of the sector can and must be 
different in accordance with cooperatives and districts. 
These matters, the organizational structure of the coop- 
erative and the number of people of its administration 
are left to be chosen by the cooperative itself. 


For the entire life and activity of the cooperative, as we 
know, a very great role is played by the general meeting 
of the cooperative members and by its representation. 
With the increased powers given to them in the new 

statute, these organs must tackle work more 
seriously, and the manifestations of formalism and abdi- 
cation of responsibility on the part of the leadership or 
chairman of the cooperative must be avoided, because 
they affect the cooperative democracy. They are required 
especially to pursue from close range and monitor the 
accurate execution of the statute and internal regulations 


of the cooperative. 


One of the most important issues that drew the attention 
of cooperative members during the discussions on the 


draft statute was the protection and strengthening of 


common property—the main source of the welfare and 
of the development of the cooperative. During the 20 
years that separate us from the Fifth Congress, this 
property has been improving from year to year and 
expanding in such dimensions that no comparison can 
be made with the few means and funds that the cooper- 
atives had during the first years of their creation. The 
issue is that the effectiveness of utilization of this com- 
mon wealth should be increased, that it should be 
reinforced and administered with fruitfulness and 
accountability and that abuses and damages should be 
avoided. For this purpose, the education of a socialist 
attitude toward property must be intensified, control 
must be improved, preventive measures adopted by the 
state and economic organs must be more operative and 
the brigade itself must be given more rights in claiming 
damages from any one who abuses or touches the coop- 


erative property. 


The forms of work compensations and of increased reve- 
nues for the cooperative members occupy an important 
place in the total economic interests of the cooperative 
members, in their relationships with the cooperative. 
Implementing the socialist principle of compensations in 
accordance with work, the forms of compensation have 
been correct. They have been improved continuously and, 
in general, they have encouraged participation in work and 
increased production. 


Nevertheless, in order to give cooperativists a greater 
stake in the results of their work, the forms of remuner- 
ation, as have emerged from the discussions of the draft 
statute, must be further refined. The general view has 
been that the level of remuneration of the labor of 
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cooperativists, cadres, and specialists must be tied more 
to production achievements and to the fulfill- 
ment and overfulfillment of the tasks of the plan. 


One specific form of remuneration designed to encour- 
age the labor of advanced workers who overfulfill the 
tasks of the plan will be to stimulate members of the 
brigade by distributing among them the entire value of 
above-plan production, after costs and a reasonable sum 
for accumulation have been deducted. Where plan tar- 
gets have not been met, the remuneration paid to every 
member of the brigade cannot be reduced by more than 


brigade, can remuneration, on the 
decision of the Presidium, by reduced by up to 50 
percent. The forms of remuneration for cadres and 
specialists in the cooperatives will be decided in the 
same spirit and on similar criteria. 


In our socialist economy, which functions as a whole and 
develops in a planned manner, many-sided relationships 
also develop between the state and agricultural cooper- 
atives. They have been expanded and perfected contin- 
uously and have responded to the execution of the tasks 
assigned by the party for development and progress in 
villages. 


However, in the present conditions, in connection with 
these relationships, issues have emerged; they demand 
most rational solutions in order to better harmonize the 
interests of the cooperative members with those of the 
state. 


A key issue in the framework of these relationships is the 
purchase of agricultural and livestock products by the 
state from the cooperative, and the supplying by the state 
of the necessary material and technical base for the 
fulfillment of the production plan in the cooperative. 
Precisely in regard to these matters, the cooperative 
members have raised a number of issues dealing with the 
quantity and quality of products for sale, with their 
purchase with removing them, especially in the period of 
production, with the difficulties encountered to secure 
the means for transportation and packaging and with the 
discipline and sanctions that must accompany the fulfill- 
ment of reciprocal obligations. The state enterprise, as 
the only purchaser of market products, cannot stand 
indifferent in regard to the fulfillment of the plan in the 
cuoperative, because, in order to have the right to 
demand from the producers (the cooperative) the quan- 
tity and quality of products and their delivery in due 
time and with the necessary guaranty, the state enter- 
prise must fulfill its own obligations toward the cooper- 
ative to the very end. It is not right, and this is often 
observed, that, allegedly, in the name of general interest, 
the cooperative interests are affected and harmed by 
leaving the cooperative products without being removed 
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or by devaluating them. These matters and many others 
must be determined better and one by one in the 
contracts concluded between the cooperatives and the 
state enterprises. 


Greater care must particularly be devoted to contracts 
for agricultural and animal products destined for export, 
bearing in mind the high demands of competition in 
these products on the foreign market. As was also 
stressed at the Sixth AWP Central Committee Plenum, 
there must be a greater commitment to boosting produc- 
tion for export and exploiting agriculture’s reserves in 
this field, not only on the part of the agricultural coop- 
eratives and the agricultural organs, but also the foreign 
trade enterprises and organs, who must struggle to find 
markets and favorable trade opportunities, as well as 
Suggest, encourage, and give priority support to the most 
profitable export products. 


In cases where cooperatives, having met their obligations 
to state enterprises on the basis of their contracts, have 
surplus production—cereals and _ industrial crops 
excepted—they may sell these products themselves 
directly on the market, both in fresh and processed form. 
They may also sell on the market products gathered from 
cooperativists’ personal plots and from brigade mem- 
bers. When these products appear on the cooperativist 
market in the villages and towns, their retail prices must 
reflect both production costs and supply and demand, 
quite apart from the prices for the same products on the 
state market. 


Pricing has been and remains an important economic 
lever in the trading relations between the state and the 
cooperative and in encouraging higher agricultural and 
livestock production. The party and our socialist state 
have pursued and enforced a correct policy in this field 
too, which has harmonized the interests of the producer 
with those of the consumer and of society. For staple 
food products of agricultural origin, a policy has been 
pursued that has borne in mind the need to secure the 
necessary accumulation for the nation’s economic and 
social development, increased income for the coopera- 
tives and their members, and maintenance and growth in 
the living standards of the working people in the towns. 
This policy has prevented the price rises, inflation, rising 
living costs, and other phenomena that have burdened 
working people in capitalist and bourgeois-revisionist 
countries. 


In acting on the decisions of the Ninth AWP Congress, 
improvements have been made in the pricing system. 
The state’s purchase price paid for some agricultural and 
livestock products has been raised, and greater price 
differentials have been introduced according to the clas- 
sification of the cooperatives in order to favor those in 
hilly and mountainous areas; larger price differentials 
according to quality and the richness of content in such 
products as tobacco, sugar beet, olives, sunflowers, 
grapes, and so forth have also been introduced. 
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Nevertheless, the use of the price lever is a very broad 
and important field in which there is room for research 
and refinements that will lead to increased production, 
improved quality, and lower costs. In this spirit, ways 
must be found and specific measures must be taken to 
reduce and eliminate losses or poor viability in some 
agricultural and animal products, and to stimulate their 
production for the internal market and for export. 


It is necessary that the state organs and the cooperative 
Organs strengthen their monitoring of the determination 
of the quantity, quality and content of the products sold 
by the cooperatives, so as to eliminate any manifestation 
of subjectivism in the evaluation of these products, a 
manifestation which has often been detrimental to the 
interests of the cooperatives. 


A special field of relationships between the state and the 
cooperative is the combining of state property with 
group property, extended into the higher type coopera- 
tives and the cooperatives which are treated as such in 
the zones which are being intensified with priority. This 
combining is realized with the direct participation of the 
state with investments for the main means in these 
cooperatives. From 1972 to the present, state participa- 
tion has been one-fifth of the total investments achieved 
in the higher-type cooperatives and in those cooperatives 
in the zone which is being intensified with priority. 


The state investments must be used in the most neces- 
sary fields and coordinated with the investments carried 
out by the agricultural cooperative themselves. First of 
all, they must be used to remove the fodder base for 
livestock and fruit tree growing from backwardness. 
From now on state investments will be used not only for 
improving the basic means, but they will also be 
extended to financing the circulating assets in agricul- 
tural cooperatives, for animals in the growing process, 
for increasing the reserves of fodder bases for livestock, 
for inventory of small livestock and for other needs. 


The state provides great help to all other cooperatives in 
the country through short and long-terms credits in order 
to meet their production expenditures and basic invest- 
ments. Every year, the state provides 1,500,000,000 leks 
of short-term credits and more than 100,000,000 leks of 
long-term credits at very low, symbolic interest. 


The direct participation of the state with investments, 
the increase of this in the future and the increasing 
credits must always be used with accountability, control 
and high effectiveness. We must never permit them to 
become the reason for reducing accumulation and 
investments in the cooperatives and for increasing, 
under pressure of occasional interest, the consumption 
fund and the value of the work day, as has happened in 
Certain cooperatives. 


The only purpose of the entire activity of the agricultural 
cooperative is to make its contribution to the socioeco- 
nomic development of the country and to improve the 
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well-being of its members on a continual basis. The 
definite road to achieve this purpose remains the 
increase of production and improvement of its effective- 
ness. It is on this basis that cooperative revenues for 
accumulation and consumption can and must be 
increased, as well as income of workers and per capita 
income. 


The general trend is that cooperatives are increasing the 
share of production for the market, which is the main 
source of their incomes. Today, they sell to the state the 
total production of industrial plants and 40 percent of 
other agricultural and livestock products. However, 
there are certain units in which this tendency still is very 
weak. These units do not use all available means— 
intensive and exiensive—in order to increase production 
for themselves and, especially for the market; this fact 
has limited their capacities to achieve an expanded 
reproduction and increased incomes for their members. 
Therefore, as a result of thorough studies and more 
effective aid from the party and state organs and, espe- 
cially from the Ministry of Agriculture the situation in 
these cooperatives should be changed as soon as possible. 


The cooperativist peasantry has also had and will have 
income from work in the state enterprises. This income 
in the special zones such as the mineral-rich, petroleum, 
forestry and other areas constitutes a considerable source 
for increasing the well-being of our peasantry. In the 
cooperatives of these areas, multilateral measures must 
be taken to give priority to the increase of income from 
work in the common economy. For this purpose, it is 
urgent to think more and better in order to improve the 
level of mechanization of labor in conformity with the 
natural conditions existing in these cooperatives so as to 
compensate for their noticeable lack of manpower. 


Providing cooperative members with more and more 
needs from brigade herds and fields, as an important and 
stable element of the groups’ property itself, is becoming 
another source for improving their well-being. Life 
shows that the party decision to support their creation 
was correct. These herds now have more than 90,000 
cows and heifers, more than 290,000 sheep and goats 
and some thousands of fowl. During 10 months of this 
year, the brigade herds supplied 70 percent of the milk 
consumed by the peasantry, while the fields supplied 
beans, 60 percent of the vegetables, potatoes and so 
forth. The experience of some cooperatives show that 
brigades have the possibility, in addition to the herds of 
cows, to keep sheep and goats for milk and wool, and 
also herds of calves, of sheep and goats, of pigs and fowl 
in order to solve the problem of supplying the coopera- 
tive peasantry with meat, step by step. 


The entire trade system, communal services, artisan, 
health, education, cultural and other networks help to 
improve the lives of the peasants. However, during the 
discussion by the people of the draft statute, it appeared 
that, despite achievements, these activities still do not 
respond to the needs which the village has. Therefore, it 
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was stressed that, in addition to the state, the coopera- 
tive also should take on more obligations in regard to the 
expansion of all vital services and development of cul- 
ture in the village in order to implement in the best way 
possible the many important tasks assigned by the Fifth 
Plenum of the Party Central Committee for the contin- 
ual narrowing of differences between the city and village. 


The continual introduction and refinement of social 
security measures has helped to increase the material 
and cultural prosperity of the countryside. These mea- 
sures cover cases of temporary incapacity for labor, old 
age, invalidity, and family pensions, and so forth. Today, 
the state supplies 40 percent of the necessary funds for 
social security in the countryside. 


During the discussion of the draft statutes, there were 
proposals to reduce the retirement age for men as well as 
for women with many children. These important propos- 
als in the social sphere will be studied by state organs 
with special care so that these measures may receive full 
economic support. 


The issues of developing agriculture and, strengthening the 
cooperative system are issues of vital importance for the 
building of socialism in our country. As such, they must be 
at the center of attention of the party and state organs at all 
levels. These organs and, especially the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and the sectors under its jurisdiction in the dis- 
tricts, must deal more seriously with the study and solution 
of the great issues that pave the way for the rapid devel- 
opment of production today and in the future. They must 
free themselves from routine work, from pursuing the daily 
issues and from interfering in minor matters and so forth, 
such as outdated practices. 


Today, agricultural cooperatives do not need ordinary 
suggestions and recommendations; they need skilled aid 
in order to open horizons to them and acquaint them 
with the achievements of science and progressive expe- 
rience that help them to apply them. 


An evident shortcoming in the work of these organs 1s 
the fact that, while continually dealing with the current 
issues of production and the fulfillment of the plan tasks, 
they devote very little attention to the very important 
fields such as the perfection of relationships in produc- 
tion. All people must understand that production issues 
cannot be solved with orders, administrative measures 
and education. The economy is a real thing; and, for its 
development, we must use not only material and techni- 
cal factors, but also economic mechanisms and levers, 
always in harmony with the principles and laws of 
socialism. 


Comrade delegates: the revolutionary enthusiasm and 
atmosphere that stirred all our agricultural people, the 
Appeal of the Sixth Agricultural Cooperatives Congress 
and the decisions that it will make and the tasks that it 
will assign, relying on the party line and on the directives 
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of the Ninth Party Congress, will radiate powerfully on 
the continuous development and progress of agriculture 
and of the new socialist village. 


We express the conviction that our cooperative peas- 
antry will march with uninterrupted paces on the road 
led by the party, that it will always be faithful to the 
teachings of the party and of Comrade Enver Hoxha, 
that it will work in an indefatigable manner and will 
spare no efforts in strengthening the cooperative system 
which assured the happy life that it enjoys today and a 
bright future to come. 


Long live our cooperative peasantry! 


Long live the Albanian Workers Party and its Central 
Committee led by Comrade Ramiz Alia! 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Plan, Budget, (Im Discussed 
24000057c Prague HOSPODARSKE NOVINY in Czech 
18 Nov 88 p 4 


[Article by Eng Pavel Sevcik, Czech Commission for 
Planning and Research and Development: “Plan, Bud- 
get, and (Im)balance”} 


[Text] We often characterize our economy as an econ- 
omy with a permanent shortage of quality goods and 
services and a surplus of cheap money. At the same time, 
the work on the restructuring of the economic mecha- 
nism shows that we cause a widespread continuation of 
imbalance in supply and demand to a certain extent by 
the very concept of substantial and financial planning. 
The inevitable question is, therefore, how to create a new 
concept of the comprehensive state plan, if it is to lead to 
the elimination and not an increase of the imbalance. 


Eng Jan Kral in his article “The Concept of Equilib- 
rium” (HOSPODARSKE NOVINY No 22/1988) shows 
that past approaches to substantial balancing, marked by 
the secondary status of the question of thorough financ- 
ing, not only did not create a balance on the consumer 
market, the investment and inventory “market,” and in 
the labor force, but on the contrary, by automatically 
granting subsidies, contributed to the increase of money 
in the economy and consequently to a deepening of the 
imbalance between supply and demand. 


Experiences from previous years as well as the current 
state of the economy corroborate the conviction that the 
effort to achieve equilibrium with the help of a tied 
volume concept of the plan led into a blind alley and 
must therefore be abandoned as soon as possible. 


However, not even adopting new administrative mea- 
sures appears to be an appropriate solution to the prob- 
lems of imbalance in the transition period, that is prior 
to the start and full functioning of the new system of 
management. For example, the resolutions of the CSSR 
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Government No 229 and No 384 of last year order the 
reduction of inventories by several billion korunas 
between 1987 and 1990. But in reality the opposite 
occurred. 


The current pressure on the equilibrium ensues also 
from the fact that the ability to restore balance in supply 
and demand is considered to be a measure of the ability 
of the central agencies to influence and direct the 

of the economy for one thing, and a condition to 
achieve a higher efficiency and dynamism of future 
economic growth for another. 


Illusory Assumptions 


However, proposals as well as realistic attempts of some 
central agencies to solve the whole complicated problem 
of imbalance simply by limiting the alleged excessive 
amount of money in the economy by a restrictive credit, 
wage, budget, or price policy, are often presented as new 
economic approaches to the solution of the problem of 
imbalance. 


Such an approach to solving the imbalance is also 
proposed by Eng Jan Kral. He proceeds from the fact, 
that the ratio between the total national debt and the 
national income increased during the past 30 years 
(1955-85) from 0.41 to 1.09. On the basis of this he 
draws the conclusion that the purchasing power grew 2.6 
times faster than the national income. Because he con- 
siders the relation of the dynamics of credit to the 
dynamics of the national income as the total macroeco- 
nomic criterion of the balance in supply and demand, he 
concludes that to install balance it is necessary to limit 
the growth of credit. But such reasoning is very much 
open to argument. 


From the point of view of the communicative ability of 
the data, we have to take into consideration that our 
national income is, for example in comparison to the 
indicator of gross national product, a much less compli- 
cated macroeconomic quantity, which means among 
other things that it is continually growing relatively 
smaller over time (in relation to the gross national 
product). The center of gravity of economic activity is 
shifting toward the nonproductive sphere, and also tak- 
ing place is a fairly significant spilling over of economic 
activity into the so-called shadow economy. At the same 
time, the financial resources of the “nonmaterial” sector 
and the savings of the public, often achieved because of 
the above mentioned untaxed activity, represent a sub- 
stantial part of credit resources drawn by economic 
Organizations. Moreover, the development of macroeco- 
nomic quantities in developing countries shows that a 
more dynamic growth of the total national debt in 
comparison to the growth of the gross national product is 
entirely natural. 


The statistical data do not allow us to doubt that even for 
the socialist economy the well-known law, which is the 
basis of the Keynesian theory, applies. According to him, 
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along with the growth of real national income (product) 
savings increase (and thus the resources for investment) 
faster than consumption. And it applies, that national 


being used even now at the start-up of the new mecha- 
nism of managemen icti icy di 
bring about either in 1982 or at present any decline in 
inventories, on the contrary, their growth continued and 
is con wing. Newly emerging is a dynamic growth 
the insolvencies, which actually represents a growth 
indebtedness brought about by using i business 
credit. It is obvious that in an economy with a dispro- 
portionately high number of unprofitable as well as 
excessively indebted enterprises, a progressive spread of 
ies further the importance of eco- 


Czechoslovakia is among them, too. The results is the 
waning of the wage incentive of work performance, 
which only contributes to a decline in the rate of growth 
in the production of goods, as well as to the growing 
importance of the shadow economy, and in the end to a 
resumption of imbalance. 


One of the methods, which is recommended by some 
workers for the restoration of proportionality and bal- 
ance in the replacement process, is price restructuring at 
a single stroke. But today the predominant opinion holds 
thst price restructuring causes shock 
and destabilization of any economy. For that reason, 
even the Directive for the Implementation of the 
Restructuring of the Economic Mechanism in the CSSR 
sets a task or the center to change to a continuous 


updating of prices, particularly through a wider use of 


contract prices. Concerning the subject of equilibrium, I 
will mention at least one of the negative phenomena 
which appear in connection with a planned change in the 
plateau of prices. Every price restructuring (actually 
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already the planning of it alone) by and large means that 
economic entities evince a heightened tendency to put 
their financial resources into tangibles, because their real 
value is uncertain. 


We can observe this tendency already this year before 
the comprehensive restructuring of wholesale prices on | 
January 1989. The transfer of financial resources into | 
tangibles y has an impact on the growth of 
inventories and causes even greater tension in the social- 
ist market. Considering the fact that the new prices are ‘ 
taken into account in the plan, the price restructuring : 
does not elicit the need for a subsequent increase in . 
supply (production) or a need for a subsequent efficient 
utilization of new increases in inventories. In sum, a new 
level of imbalance is thus legalized. 


The fourth method of achieving equilibrium by regulat- 
ing demand is based on curtailment of budget outlays. A 
surplus or at least a balanced state budget is still (unfor- 
tunately also in the Directive) considered to be the 


basic conditions for achieving equilibrium in a socialist 
economy. Between 1953 and 1987 the state budget in the 
CSSR has always been either surplus or balanced, only in 
1967 it showed a small deficit. 


The lack of success of planned management of equilib- 
rium using financially restrictive methods and balancing 
of material commodities can be seen in the fact that the 
underlying causes of imbalance were not understood, 
only its manifestations, and most measures tended 
toward using administrative directives to eliminate the 
manifestations of imbalance by means of a detailed 
schedule of the volume of production (production, value 
added) and a detailed schedule of limits, norms, and a 
number of other indicators, and finally, some measures 
did not take into account objectively existing laws of 
socialist commodities economy. 


We can point to the following as being the substantial 
causes of the supply and demand imbalance in socialist 
economy: 


—faulty management of financial flows among ¢co- 
nomic entities; 


—restriction of economic activity of the population, 
enterprises, and financial institutions by laws and 
regulations; 


— — er | 


—low flexibility of value instruments. 


A truly effective solution must eliminate precisely these 
basic causes for the continuing imbalance. 
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Keys to Solutions 


The planned management of financial flows when the 
center and the khozraschet sphere become independent 
must be based on a new, logical and rational determina- 
tion of the administrator of the debt (total national 
debt). With regard to the long-term payback on the 
investments of the center, it is logical that the greater 
part of the debt should be administered by the center. 
This logic is demanded also by the requirement for 
sufficient financial assets of the khozraschet sphere. The 
entrepreneurial function of the organizations will always 
be based primarily on the creation of profits, whereas the 
entrepreneurial function of the state needs to be based, 
as it is in advanced countries, on using the savings of the 
population and the unused resources of organizations by 
means of government credit to be paid by future, higher 
tax revenues. The above indicates the need for a deficit 
structure of the state budget. 


The problem of restricting economic activity is gradually 
being solved in the socialist countries by renting and 
small businesses or by purchase of shares. In addition, a 
system of credit banks is evolving, which are set up as 
independently functioning khozraschet entities. Where 
former barriers to economic activities are being elimi- 
nated it appears that the savings of the public are not 
excessive at all, more likely insufficient, and that enter- 
prises no longer obtain “cheap” credit for covering their 
inventories, but on the contrary are striving to mobilize 
financial resources on the money market for investing in 
technology, machinery and equipment. 


The third cause of the imbalance is connected with the 
inertia in the concept of the financial and substantive 
part of the state plan. Even the Directive for the moment 
assumes that the basic content of the comprehensive 
state plan will be norms, limits, and specified tasks 
mandatory for the economic sphere. In addition *> the 
credit, wage, financial, and prices policy of the centre 
determined by law and rulings, the instruments of the 
state plan will tend toward a more detailed regulation of 
the activities of state enterprises and to a certain extent 
also of cooperatives. That may mean not only a recur- 
rence of the practice of restricting enterprise activities, 
but most of all a continuation of insufficient attention to 
the substantive part of the state plan. 


The substantive part of the state plan is composed of 
programs (social, ecological, developmental, reduction) 
and the financial part of the plan must create for it a state 
budget comprised of a minimum of two accounts. The 
first one, a balanced one, serves to finance regular 
expenditures (social income, administration, security, 
etc.). The second, a deficit one, serves to finance pro- 
grams, particularly for t. That means that 
investments of the center for development cannot be 
taken out of created national income, but on the contrary 
from created credit resources which grow much faster. In 
this connection it is most important to support this 
growth (savings of the public, profitability of enterprises 
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and banks) and at the same time, by an efficient use of 
credit on the part of the center, be instrumental in 
preventing these credit resources to be used automati- 
cally by organizations to finance their inventories. Obvi- 
ously, it is also essential to implement programs for 
cutbacks. 


The fourth cause of the imbalance, that is, a low flexi- 
bility of value instruments, particularly prices, wages, 
and credit (interest), stems from the excessively central- 
ized and restrictive price, wage, and credit policy. For 
the purpose of equilibriura, the center is capable of 
directing rationally only the basic ratios and behavior of 
economic entities, all that mainly by using substantive 
programs financed throug the state budget. The struc- 
ture of expenditures of the state budget, increased by a 
rational use of credit, can be said to be the center of 
gravity of the prospective concept of the comprehensive 
state plan. The objectivization of prices, wages, and 
value of credit must be left by the center to the socialist 
market if it wants these instruments to contribute to the 
need for equilibrium, which has a multidimensional 
character and cannot therefore be restored only from one 
place— the center. To leave the price setting to the 
relationship between two enterprises, the wage setting to 
the relationship between the enterprise and the 
employee, and the setting of interests on credit to the 
relationship between the bank and the enterprise does 
not mean that the center has no influence on these 
instruments. On the contrary, the tax and levies policy 
determines the real (net) value of prices, wages, and 
credits worked out among the economic entities of the 
socialist market. 


GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


Local Data-Processing Networks Aid Consumer 
Goods Sales 

23000070 East Berlin DER HANDEL in German 
No 6, 1988 pp 11-13 


[Article by Helmut Kroschel, department head at the 
Central Organization and Accounts Center for domestic 
consumer goods trade: “Microcomputer Technology and 
Local Area Networks”) 


[Text] Advances in microcomputer technology are mak- 
ing it possible to provide efficient switching circuits at 
declining cost. Thus, units and equipment can be pro- 
duced for the rationalization of processes, which hereto- 
fore could not be considered for this purpose. This 
equipment is produced primarily by industry; however, 
in the large-scale serialized production of corresponding 
industrial installations, trade-specific rationalization 
requirements can usually not be considered. 


But, meeting these specific operational requirements is 
frequently decisive for the effectiveness of rationaliza- 
tion of resources. To make them available to the domes- 
tic consumer goods trade is the job of the microcomputer 
rationalization resources industry which, starting in 
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1984/1985, grew out of the Meiningen Microcomputer 
Laboratory of the Organization and Accounts Center 
— bromide 


COAC. 


To meet increasing demand, the capability of the ratio- 
nalization resources industry of OAC/COAC for devel- 
oping hardware and software was expanded and the 
production of rationalization resources was supported in 
collaboration with: 


—the Trade Technology state combine; 


—the rationalization resources plant of the Data Pro- 
cessing Center state enterprise, Rostock; 


—the plants of the Robotron state enterprise. 


The first products—the K-8912 data-acquisition system 
and the CP/Z operating system—could be realized 


almost exclusively by software t even before 
an independent production capability existed. 
K-8912 Data-Acquisition System 


The K-8912 terminal, produced by the Robotron-Elek- 
tronik state enterprise in Zella-Mehiis, was intended 
primarily for use with ESER systems. The terminal was 
further developed by OAC/COAC hardware and soft- 
ware specialists to serve as decentralized data technology 
equipment for efficient data acquisition, data editing 
—* data analysis. The following was accom- 


—K 8912 was expanded by a 16K-byte random-access 
memory [RAM] (subsequently a 64K RAM as used 
currently in the K 8915); 


—K 8912 was coupled with the K-5221/5261 magnetic 
tape cassette unit to assure proper interface with the 
magnetic tape cassette data medium; 


—a simple operating system was compiled for using the 
new configuration; 


—a special BASIC modification, including the ZBASIC 


interpreter, was developed for efficient generation of 


data-acquisition and analysis programs. 


K 8912 is used as an efficient data logger in relatively 
large numbers by OAC state enterprises and by commer- 
cial enterprises. This equipment configuration was later 
converted by Robotron for the K 8915, which was, in 
turn, redesigned into a microcomputer with disk drives 


for use in the domestic consumer goods trade. 
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CP/Z Operating System 


The Robotron Accounting Machine Works state enter- 
prise introduced the SIOS operating system when it 
made the A-5120/A-5130 business computers available. 
However, the domestic consumer goods trade had pre- 
maturely adjusted to the internationally-distributed 


compensated for the user, and system 

ing the application software—are kept uniformly runn- 

able on the A-5120/30 business computer and the 1715 
computer. By integrating ZBASIC into CP/Z, 

the K-8912 and K-8915 data-acquisition programs can 


also be executed on the computers. 


Apart from a few exceptions, one can assume uniform 
use of the CP/Z operating system for the 8-bit technology 
of the domestic consumer goods trade. 


Bank Card Register, Data Register 


To make it possible for customers to pay with bank cards 
also for retail purchases, the K-8924 bank-teller terminal 
was redesigned under the direction of the Trade Tech- 
nology state combine into a bank-card register. To this 
end, the rationalization resources industry of COAC 
produced a price-indicator printed card (also called 
customer indicator) and a control unit for the cash 
register function. 


The first components were designed to connect directly 
to the microcomputer bus of the K 8924. They were later 
converted to connect to the V.24 interface. As a result 
the former multiwire, relatively rigid cable was not only 
reduced to a signal line, which can easily be handled 
manually, but also achieved standardization of the com- 
ponents for the bank-card and data registers. 


personal computer was equipped with the previously 
mentioned customer indicator and cash register control 
components, the cash register itself and a bar-code 
scanner (currently still imported). Without memory 
enhancement, the cash-register computer, without 
accessing a disk, can handle about 1,000 articles with its 
internal memory and about 8,000 to 10,000 articles with 
memory enhancement. A cash register computer is being 
tested by the CENTRUM department store in Leipzig. 
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RAM Disk 


To upgrade the 8-bit computer used in relatively large 
numbers in the domestic consumer goods trade, RAM- 
disk developments in the GDR were examined. For the 
development work of the Academy of Sciences, docu- 
ments for subsequent utilization were acquired, the 
RAM disk was constructed and the driver program 
integrated into the CP/Z operating system. 


The RAM-disk printed card has a capacity of 512K. 
With the RAM-disk expansion in the 1715 personal 
computer, programs—particularly dBASE-II pro- 
grams—can be run significantly faster. 


In view of the insufficient capacity for developing appli- 
cation programs in the trade branch, the dBASE Il 
programming system was also used when the PASCAL 
programming language would have been significantly 
faster. The use of RAM disks upgrades these programs 
significantly without modifications. At this time, 
se production of RAM-disk printed cards is being 
preparec. 


Local Area Networks 


For control and bookkeeping in the movement of goods 
in the wholesale and retail trade, real-time data process- 
ing is superior to warehouse processing. Real-time pro- 
cessing is possible in the trade with the use of 

computers with graduated performance parameters. If 
personal computers are used for incoming goods, sales 
orders, inventory control and for outgoing goods with 
sorting, commissioning and shipping at the point where 
data is accumulated or information is released, the 
computers must be able to communicate with one 
another or at least with the personal computer managing 
inventory data. This means that there is a requirement 
for computer networking in trade 1 ansactions. 


Such computer networks, which do not use public but 
their own transmission lines, are called local area net- 
works (LAN) and have assumed great significance for 
data processing. In the domestic consumer goods trade 
they will lead to improved data processing for the 
wholesale trade, for extensive retail transactions, for 
hotels and restaurants, and for office automation. 


While current public (post office) networks operate at a 
speed of 1,200 bit per second for long-distance data 
transmission and 9,600 bit per second for local data 
transmissions, speeds up to 500,000 bit per second have 
already been realized with LAN. Linking computers and 
equipment is one of the basic tasks for the microcomputer 
technology of the rationalization resources industry. 


A preliminary stage of local area networks has already 
been achieved by the CENTRUM department store on 
Alexanderplatz in Berlin. A system for the movement of 
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goods of a department store with external storage facil- 
ities, has the problem of linking the department store 
computers in such a way that they can communicate 
on-line with the personal computers of the external 
facility over leased lines and utilizing local data trans- 
mission equipment. As an interim solution, a unit— 
comparable to a multiplexer—was produced, which con- 
trols access to the transmission line to the linked 1715 
personal computer. With this hardware, and the corre- 
sponding driver software, the computer networking 
requirement has been met and has passed the perfor- 
mance test for “live work”. 


Local data transmission within the Berlin ci‘y area has 
also proven itself for direct computer interface between 
1715 personal computers, used in direct customer ser- 
vice in the CENTRUM department stores at Alexander- 
platz and the main railroad station, and the personal 
computers of the distribution warehouse of the Whole- 
sale Trade Cooperative for household goods in Berlin. 


For further development of LAN, the domestic con- 
sumer goods trade looks at the ROLANET system of the 
Robotron state combine, notwithstanding the fact that 
other LAN installations already exist within the trade 
branch. The first ROLANET-1 installations will still be 
set up in 1988 for selected transactions of the domestic 
consumer goods trade. The transmission speed within 
ROLANET | is 500,000 bit per second and should be 
adequate for most applications in this branch of trade. 
Within the next few years the Robotron state combine 
will release ROLANET 2 with a transmission speed of 10 
million bit per second. This LAN is intended for more 
powerful computers, which will only be used in the 
domestic consumer goods trade after 1990, so that in the 
next few years primarily ROLANET | will be used. 


Other Tasks for the Rationalization Resources Industry 


Since in commercial operations data managed by fixed- 
disk storage—primarily inventory data—must be 
accessed by several, physically separated points, cou- 
pling of reasonably-priced units to a 16-bit personal 
computer is appropriate for tasks frequently encoun- 
tered in trade transactions. A multiplexer is being devel- 
oped by the rationalization resources industry for cou- 
pling up to eight units to a 16-bit personal computer for 
distances of less than 1,000 meters. 


A significant prerequisite for automatic scanning of 
labels, as a basis for article-specific control of the move- 
ment of goods in the retail trade, are optoelectronic 
reading devices, so-called scanners, which must be 
linked to data registers. The rationalization resources 
industry must, first of all, develop a hand scanner. Work 
on a mobile data acquisition unit was terminated in 1985 
because the required switching circuits were not avail- 
able and because data transmission could not be han- 
died. Both obstacles have been removed since then, so 
that this work can be resumed again. The steadily 
growing number of computers and data registers used in 
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the domestic consumer goods trade als> requires more 
rationalization resources, so that the production capacity 
for printed cards must be expanded. For this purpose the 
current rationalization resources industry is being 
changed into a microcomputer technology. In the fore- 
seeable future, aside from the production of printed 
cards, only the application of client-specific switching 
circuits can be considered for another phase of micro- 
computer technology; these circuits are being developed 
in collaboration with the microelectronic industry and 
produced for clients by industrial enterprises. 


Increasing Water Pollution 
AUI1302102289 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
13 Feb 89 p 16 


(Unattributed article: “VEB Special Waterꝰ] 


[Text] The GDR is having increasing problems with its 
drinking water: Particularly, the nitrate concentration is 
far above the limits (40 milligrams per liter for babies, 
150 milligrams per liter for adults—in the EC the uni- 
form limit is 50 milligrams) in many regions of the 
republic. With an expensive nationwide program, the 
East Berlin Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Water Conservancy is trying to reduce the nitrate pollu- 
tion, which is mainly caused by semiliquid manure, by 
means of establishing new water wells by 1990—so far 
with little success. To save at least babies from detrimen- 
tal effects, the responsible Hygiene Inspectorate of Jena 
Kreis has had an idea: In those towns and villages of the 
kreis where the nitrate concentration is above the per- 
mitted 40-milligram amount, it has started to sell special 
drinking water for babies, which is drawn from a well 
near Saalfeld. However, the special water is provided 
only to children below the age of 6. This is justified by 
saying that for older children the nitrate concentration in 
food is so high because of the overfertilization of GDR 
fields that the nitrate concentration in the water does not 
have any additional effects. 


POLAND 


‘Real’ Competition for Foreign Capital Investment, 
Debt Reduction 


26000255 Warsaw ZYCIE PARTII in Polish 
No 23, 16 Nov 88 pp 14-15 


[Interview with Prof Zbigniew Kamecki, CC member, 
director, Department of Capitalist Countries in the Insti- 
tute of International Economic Relations, Main School 
of Planning and Statistics, Warsaw, by Leszek Bogus- 
lawski: “In Search of a Compromise”; date and place of 
interview not given; first paragraph is ZYCIE PARTII 
introduction} 


[Text] A meeting of the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank took place in West Berlin last month 
and aroused broad interest in world opini: 1 because of 
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the continually growing process of indebtedness, espe- 
cially of developing countries, to the most highly devel- 
oped and wealthiest countries of the world. It is not 
necessary to add that these problems also concern us 
because of the state of Poland’s indebtedness. We are 
talking today about the impact of this indebtedness on 
the development of our country and the prospect for 
extricating ourselves from this noose that is choking the 
economy with Prof Dr Zbigniew Kamecki, Central Com- 
mittee member and director of the Department of Cap- 
italist Countries at the Institute of International Eco- 
nomic Kelations of the Main School of Planning and 
Statistics in Warsaw. 


[ZYCIE PARTII] The Berlin meeting of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and World Bank, in which repre- 
sentatives from our country also participated, proceeded 
in an atmosphere of satisfaction by creditor countries 
with the boom that has lasted for a number of years in 
the investment market and, on the other hand, under 
protests and demonstrations expressing opposition to 
the current policy of world financiers toward debtor 
nations. 


[Prof Kamecki] That is true. Debt has become one of the 
main problems of the global world economy; it under- 
mines its stability and possibilities for development, 
especially the growth of world trade. According to the 
latest estimates, this debt has surpassed $1.2 trillion, not 
counting US foreign debt. This amount is made up 
mainly of indebtedness by developing countries and—at 
about 10 percent—the debt of socialist countries. 


The need to service this debt causes curtailment of 
import opportunities for debtor nations, which in time 
hinders the growth of their economies. We can observe 
this phenomenon not just from the example of Latin 
American countries but Poland as well. 


[ZYCIE PARTII] Indeed, how does the state of indebt- 
edness of our country look now? Does it still have a 
tendency to increase? 


{Prof Kamecki] In Poland’s case, debt in convertible 
currency at the end of 1987 came to $39.2 billion. It is 
worth noting that at the end of 1980 it was only $24.1 
billion while the end of 1987 closed with the amount of 
6.5 billion transfer rubles. 


The matter most painful for us is debt calculated in 
convertible currency, because our debt in rubles consti- 
tutes barely two-thirds of the value of our annual exports 
to creditor countries at very favorable low interest rates. 
The concern for the economy on this score is relatively 
less than our debt to capitalist countries, which is six 
times higher than the value of our exports. 


For example, last year the net cost of servicing our debt 
to socialist countries amounted to 254 million transfer 
rubles, which corresponds to 2.5 percent of the value of 
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our exports to those countries. On the other hand, the 
interest rate on our debt to capitalist countries has 
averaged 8.5 percent, but there were also years when it 
amounted to 12 percent. 


It is worth stressing here that this debt has increased 
constantly, even though we have allocated enormous 
amounts to servicing it. For example, in the years 1971 
to 1987, payment on incurred credits cost us $23.8 
billion and interest $19.4 billion, or a total of $43.2 
billion, while the amount of credit obtained during that 
time totaled $47.6 billion. 


[ZYCIE PARTII} But in the 1980's the amount of credits 
incurred was relatively small. 


{Prof Kamecki] Unfortunately, indebtedness continued 
to increase quickly in that period. New credits in 1980, 
for example, totaled $8.6 billion, in 1981 another $4.9 
billion, but by 1982 they fell to $1.4 billion, while in 
1983 they came to only $565 million and $218 million in 
1984. Some growth occurred in 1986, when we received 
$294 million and last year $317 million. 


{ZYCIE PARTII] How does one explain a situation 
whereby the amount of credits incurred decreases while 
indebtedness continues to increase? 


[Prof Kamecki] Changes in the exchange rates of con- 
vertible currencies in recent years had and have a major 
effect on the growth of debt calculated in those curren- 
cies. Because our debt is calculated in various currencies. 
For example, in 1984 more than half, precisely 50.7 

t, of our debt was in US dollars, and at the end of 
1987, 37.8 percent. As a result, whatever the indebted- 
ness converted into dollars totals depends on the 
exchange rate of the currencies in which our debt is 
calculated in relation to the dollar. This rate is fluid and 
is subject to major fluctuations. 


Until the end of 1984 the value of the dollar increased 
systematically, which caused a relative decrease in the 
amount of debt in 1980-81 by about $6 billion. In that 
period we incurred new credits of about $4 billion and 
did not make interest payments totaling $5 billion. As a 
result of this currency rate conversion, our debt balance 
in that period increased by only $3 billion. 


{ZYCIE PARTII] But the biggest increase in indebted- 
ness came in the years 1985 to 1987. 


[Prof Kamecki] Yes, the situation in the currency market 
changed dramatically at that time. Actually we paid off 
part of our debt amounting to $2 billion, but we did not 
pay $5 billion in interest and, in addition, there were 
significant changes in the exchange rate of the dollar in 
relation to other currencies. As a result of these changes, 
our debt rose by $9 billion with a minimal influx of 


capital. 
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[ZYCIE PARTII] So the situation seems hopeless—no 
new credits and indebtedness grows as a result of incom- 
plete debt servicing. One hears opinions as to whether, 
under these circumstances, Poland should not suspend 
payments on its debt in whole or in part. 


[Prof Kamecki] There is absolutely no possibility of such 
unilateral suspension by Poland of its foreign debt ser- 
vicing. That would bring us catastrophic consequences. 
It is true that our debt is the main barrier to Poland’s 
extrication from its economic problems. Even though we 
are currently paying about $2 billion in interest annually, 
amounts in this area are twice as high. Under present 
circumstances, this payment is an enormous burden on 
the economy; it reduces national disposable income. 


According to the official exchange rate this $2 billion 
constituted 630 billion zloty at the end of last year and 
900 billion according to the current rate. As calculated in 
the price of coal, just to pay interest we have allocated 
the equivalent of 50 million tons of export coal. 


(ZYCIE PARTII} The question arises—what can be 
done, can the economy withstand such a burden for the 


long term? 


[Prof Kamecki] In spite of this, one cannot talk about 
suspending debt payments only because it is such a 
burden on the economy and because we must allocate so 
much national income for debt servicing. This should 
have been considered when attempts at new credits were 
being made. 


[ZYCIE PARTII] What practical consequences would 
suspending payments bring? 


[Prof Kamecki] Without discussing a complete loss of 
credibility, our creditors would not grant us any credit at 
all in the future; in addition, they would seize a major 
part of our assets abroad (i.e. ships, planes, etc.), freeze 
our bank accounts and seize major parts of our funds 
from our exports, etc.) 


So other solutions must be sought. 
[ZYCIE PARTII} Yes, but what kind? 


[Prof Kamecki] First, continue the current policy of 
partial payment of debt with concurrent negotiations on 
debt restructuring, spreading it out over time. Because 
alongside payment, we must ensure a continued influx of 
necessary imports in order for our economy to grow. 
This is not the best solution; it is practically a choice of 
the lesser evil, because the fact that we are not paying 
interest in full means that it is increasing the state of our 
indebtedness and, as a result, we must pay more interest 
on this unpaid interest. 


So it is necessary to seek a sensible compromise between 
the need to ensure Poland necessary imports and decel- 
erating further debt. The road to this above all is 
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intensifying exports and improving their effectiveness. 
In order to gradually (but at a not to distant time) reach 
the point where, in increasing imports correspondingly, 
we will be in a position to pay foreign interest in full and 
thereby stem the further growth of our debt. Of course, 
this increase in exports cannot be accomplished at the 
expense of domestic consumption but on the basis of an 
increase in production for export. The opportunities in 
this regard are still significant. 


On the other hand, it is necessary to continue negotia- 
tions with creditors on improving the conditions of our 
indebtedness, in particular, decreasing the interest rate 
and extending the period for repaying loans. We have 
managed to do this to a certain extent, because in 1984, 
in a series of agreements with creditors, a certain favor- 
able improvement in the conditions for repayment 


[ZYCIE PARTII] Other debtor countries are also carry- 
ing out a similar policy. Should these pressures on 
creditors on the part of debtor nations not be better 
coordinated? 


[Prof Kamecki] Because the debt problem has a global 
nature, such pressures exerted by debtor countries 
should produce certain results and create a climate for 
discussion. But neither can one expect radical changes 
for a number of reasons. 


First, creditor nations as a rule are rejecting the notion of 
joint negotiations with debtor countries. They prefer to 
talk to them individually and differentiate conditions in 
relation to specific partners. Only in one matter is the 
possibility for greater progress being outlined—creditor 
countries are beginning to be disposed toward the notion 
of forgiving at least part of the debt of the poorest 
countries. It does not seem likely that Poland could be 
counted in this group. 


Second, Poland is a socialist country and it is rather 
unlikely that the creditor nations would want to allow a 
benefit such as, for political and economic reasons, they 
offer such countries as Brazil, Mexico or Argentina, 
which are close to the US and in which the outbreak of 
possible revolution caused by excessive belt tightening 
could create a direct threat to the interests of major 


Nevertheless, we can expect that some of the benefits 
offered to those countries may be applied to us too. It is 


necessary to fight for this. 


[ZYCIE PARTII] Up to now this has not produced 
measurable results. 


[Prof Kamecki] No, but we have a moral right to demand 
a change of policy in the credit arena. The creditor 
countries realize that the blocking of new credits up to 
now cannot be sustained for the long term. They have 
agreed to deferral of payments of funds, which is also 
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beneficial to them. But if in the case of other countries— 
like those of Latin American mentioned—they have 
granted new credits in order to facilitate restoring their 
economies, they are still maintaining a credit blockade in 
relation to Poland. This is happening not only for 
economic reasons but for political ones as well. 


[ZYCIE PARTII} In this situation, what hopes can we tie 
to help from the IMF and World Bank? 


time and periodically we host numerous IMF and World 
a that clearly observe changes in our eco- 
nomic life. 


But let us be frank. Neither the IMF nor the World Bank 
has granted us credit “in the dark.” These institutions 
are not conducting charity—the credits incurred must be 
paid off in a set time. So in striving for credit, it is 

to calculate well whether it will be profitable 
for us and whether we can pay it back on time. 


In other words, it is necessary to create conditions for 
Poland’s credibility as a partner, mainly through restor- 
ing our economy. And this means consistent implemen- 
tation of changes and reforms in the economy. Both of 
these financial institutions are conditioning their helping 
Poland on this to a great extent. 


[ZYCIE PARTII] For what purposes could these credits 
be used? 


[Prof Kamecki] The point here is credits for specific 
purposes that will allow us to get out of specific eco- 
nomic difficulties, so the point is, for example, credits 
for increasing export potential, environments permitting 
unblocking of unused production capabilities in indus- 
try, credits that would enable rapid restructuring of the 
economy, which is an urgent necessity if we consider the 
dramatic changes occurring in the world under the 
influnce of the scientific and technological revolution. It 
is also worth securing credits if it is possible to obtain 
conditions better than those in place in the past. 


[ZYCIE PARTII} In other words, in order to pay off 
loans incurred under worse circumstances? 


[Prof Kamecki] Yes. Besides this, one effective way to 
improve our payment capabilities should be an 
expanded influx of foreign capital. That is why we are 
attaching so much significance to working out a new 
statute regulating activity of enterprises with foreign 
capital interests. 


[ZYCIE PARTII]} The draft of that statute was recently 
delayed for the nth time. 
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[Prof Kamecki] And it was very good that the govern- 
ment delayed the draft, because the point is to create 
genuine competitive conditions for foreign investors 
who want to invest their capital in our country. 


But one must remember that even the best statute will 
not attract foreign capital to Poland until the economic 
situation in our country improves, until it stabilizes. No 
one will want to invest in a country with a very uncertain 
economy. 


[ZYCIE PARTII] Professor, in the West ideas have 
emerged for working out something on the order of a new 
Marshall Plan as a form of economic assistance for 
Eastern European countries. What do you think of this? 


[Prof Kamecki] With Poland's current economic diffi- 
culties I would strongly hope the West would make such 
a decision. Naturally, if the conditions under which this 
assistance would be granted were acceptable to us. But it 
is hard to say if and when such a plan will be worked out. 
I assess the idea itself positively because it is an expres- 
sion of a growing understanding in influential economic 
and political circles of Western Europe—because that is 
where the concept appeared—that the deepening divi- 
sion of Europe as a whole should be counteracted over 
the long term. 


The idea for this plan naturally does not result from 
motives of charity but above all from the interests of 
Western Europe itself. Because the authors of this con- 
cept realize that Eastern Europe is an enormous market, 
an economic partner with great possibilities and pros- 
pects, despite the difficulties it is currently experiencing. 
So it is worthwhile to help overcome these difficulties in 
order to exploit these possibilities in the future. I need 
not add that they are very aware of the threat to their 
interests as a result of rivalry and competition from 
Japan, the US or even the dynamically developing Asian 
countries in the Pacific. 


Regardless of whether or not this plan comes to fruition, 
Western Europe’s interests in our economic policy must 
also be exploited, because we too are interested in 
cooperation with that region, which is our biggest part- 
ner in the second payments area. 


{ZYCIE PARTII] Thank you for the interview. 
ROMANIA 
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{Article by Eng Romeo Dragomirescu: “Development 
and Modernization of Localities”) 


[Text] Regional organization and development and 
modernization of urban and rural localities have an 
important part to play in the broad and comprehensive 
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process of Romania’s all-around socioeconomic progress 
and its transition to a higher stage of development. As 
Nicolae Ceausescu says in his Speech at the Session of 
the Political Executive Committee of the RCP Central 
Committee on 29 April 1988, in the present stage “the 
measures and programs for planning, organizing and 
modernizing the nation’s localities are essential to social- 
ist development and the RCP Program for Building the 
Fully Developed Socialist Society.” 


With Nicolae Ceausescu’s telling contribution, an origi- 
nal conception of regional organization and urbaniza- 
tion has been developed in the last 23 years on the basis 
of the particular Romanian conditions for purposes of 
rational allocations of all economic capacities intended 
to expioit Romania’s material and manpower resources, 
the most efficient management of the land reserve, better 
use of all categories of lands, improvement and modern- 
ization of the network and systems of localities, balanced 
development of cities and communes, and correlation of 
rural living and working conditions with urban ones. A 
first stage of the national Program for Regional and 
Town Planning was planned and implemented on the 
basis of the conception. 


Both the determination and the performance of the 
activity of regional organization are in the spirit of the 
historic decisions of the Ninth Party Congress, which 
inaugurated a new and qualitatively higher stage in 
Romania’s development and in the balanced distribu- 
tion of the productive forces throughout the country in 
the course of an extensive process of harmonious devel- 
opment and organization of all areas and localities, for 
purposes of better use of material and manpower 
resources and of formation of the material base for the 
full socioeconomic equality of all socialist Romania’s 
citizens with no discrimination. 


The National RCP Conference of 1967 played a decisive 
part in setting the strategy for rational regional develop- 
ment of the productive forces. It approved a series of 
measures designed to improve management of the 
national economy and regional-administrative organiza- 
tion. In his Report to the National RCP Conference in 
December 1967 Party Secretary General Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu said, “The existence of the two intermediary levels, 
the regiune and the raion, encumbers relations between 
the central organs and the basic units, delays implemen- 
tation of centrai directives, creates a great dispersion of 
forces and a high volume of bureaucratic operations, and 
inflates the administrative staff. There are many dupli- 
cations and overlapping functions in the activities of the 
regiunes and raions.” Accordingly, in | 968 the regional- 
administrative reform abolished the re,jiunes and raions 
and instituted the counties, opening th: way to harmo- 
nious development of the productive forces throughout 
the country, accelerated socioeconomic development of 
the backward counties, and the prosperity of many 
localities that had been long neglected. The roles of the 
city and commune were enhanced as basic units of the 
new regional-administrative organization. 
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poses of harmonious development cities and 
villages. Law No 58 of 1974 on regional and urban and 
i i that the aims of this 


Compilation of studies and plans in the light of the 
policies set by the party and its secretary general is 2 


Distribution of Economic Capacities and Development 
of Counties 


By virtue of their use in drafting the plans and programs 
for socioeconomic development, the regional planning 
studies are exploited in the investment projects imple- 


mented throughout the country. 

The rate of socioeconomic development reached its 
highest points in the period of 23 years since the Ninth 
RCP Congress. Out of the 10,350 major production 
capacities built since 1948, 9,000 economic capacities 
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are the results of the policy of accumulation and devel- 
opment pursued in those years. During the last two 
decades such backward counties as Bistrita-Nasaud, 
Botosani, Constanta, Covasna, Gorj, Mehedinti, Salaj, 
Tulcea, Vaslui and Vilcea have shown high growth rates 
of fixed assets, by 7-10 times. In the same period 
industrial outputs have increased by 10-15 times in 
Arges, Bistrita-Nasaud, Calarasi, Galati, lalomita, Olt, 
Salaj, Teleorman, Tulcea, Vaslui, Vilcea and Vrancea 
counties, while agricultural outputs have increased by 
2.5-3.5 times in Arges, Caras-Severin, Gorj, Iasi, Mara- 
mures, Olt, Prahova, Suceava and Vilcea counties. 


Every county now has at least four or five indus..ial 
centers, thanks to nationwide construction of many 
production capacities in industry, agriculture and the 
other sectors in the last 23 years and to formation of 
about 180 new industrial districts, accompanies by 
development of the existing ones. There has been a 
massive shift of the counties to the category of those with 
a total annual per capita volume of economic activity 
amounting to at least 80,000 lei, a task set for 1990 by 
the 13th Party Congress and accomplished 2 years early 
with the exceptions of Vaslui and Botosani counties, 
which will attain that objective in 1989. 


As a direct result of the party policy of priority invest- 
ment in industry, the counties’ industrial potentials have 
shown steady gains along with improvement of the 
regional proportions among the main activities. Now 
every county has at least 12 of the 18 sectors in which 
industry is classified. At the same time there has been a 
more pronounced growth of some sectors due to use of 
the already created potential, so that they can become 
leading industrial sectors of national importance. In 
1986 each of the 25 counties produced an industrial 
output greater than that of all Romania in the prewar 
years. 


In the period following the Ninth Party Congress the 
energy and raw material base was intensively developed 
in close connection with the domestic potentials and the 
requirements of the national economy. More efforts to 
discover new deposits of mineral resources, to exploit 
some important deposits as extraction and processing 
technologies improved, and to broaden the extraction 
front are notabie in that connection. The discovery and 
exploitation of new useful minerals and deposits made 
radical changes in the production structures of some 
areas and counties. In the last 15-20 years, new units 
were created to extract petroleum and gases in Braila, 
Giurgiu, Teleorman, Olt, Arges, Vilcea, Gorj, Timis, 
Bihor and Arad counties, new coal mines were opened 
up in Hunedoara County, the lignite reserves in Cov- 
asna, Gorj, Mehedinti, Timis and Vilcea counties were 
placed in exploitation, new capacities to exiract ferrous 
ores were built in Cluj, Caras-Severin and Suceava 
counties, about 50 new mines to exploit nonferrous ores 
were opened up in Alba, Maramures, Suceava, Harghita 
and Casar-Severin counties, and the variety of useful 
rocks and nonmetallic substances in exploitation was 
diversified. 
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The systems of localities where better housing and res- 
toration of working capacity and higher cultural and 
technical standards have been provided for workers were 
consolidated in close correlation with the economic 
development of the areas with raw materials, and many 
localities are now becoming strong urban workers cen- 
ters like Motru and Rovinari in Gorj County, Petrosani, 
Uricani, Lonea and Ininoasa in Hunedoara County, and 
Berbesti and Alunu in Vilcea County et al. 


The policy of rational regional distribution of the pro- 
ductive forces and of harmonious development of the 
counties of Romania also applied to another basic eco- 
nomic sector, namely agriculture, to be developed in 
every area and county in keeping with the existing 
climatic and soil conditions and also with the tasks in the 
programs for regional self-supply and self-management, 
with high efficiency. The measures to improve agricul- 
ture as a whole by introducing the latest advances of 
agricultural science, by better organization of the culti- 
vated lands, by increasing the irrigated areas (now 
exceeding 3.5 million hectares), by antierosion and 
drainage projects, and by measures to modernize the 
zootechnical sector have increased all counties’ agricul- 
tural outputs annually, and in 1987 each of 38 counties 
produced an output amounting to more than 4 billion lei, 
as contrasted with 1965, when only one county achieved 
the level of production. 


The development and advanced technical equipment of 
agriculture in the course of the new agrarian revolution 
made an effective contribution to improvement of both 
the working conditions of the rural population and their 
living conditions as well, especially in regard to instruc- 
tion, education, health care, housing, etc. The major 
investments in developing the villages and the popula- 
tion’s cooperation have brought about better living con- 
ditions in nearly all the rural localities. 


Development of all production capacities and activities, 
accompanied by expansion of the domestic raw material 
and energy base and better use of all natural resources, is 
being combined more and more with the effort to 
preserve the nation’s natural inheritance in order to 
— the ecological balance essential to a better quality 
of life. 


At present intensive development of the national econ- 
omy is also being greatly aided by the regional planning 
projects, which are being implemented with better use of 
the existing economic potential in all areas and all 
counties of the country, provisién for a much better 
balance among the growth rates of the economic activi- 
ties, and closer coordination of industry with agriculture. 
Those policies will make new qualitative changes in the 
development and structures of the basic sectors of the 
national economy and in regional concentration and 
specialization of production. Moreover this intensive 
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t will also result in diversification and 
expansion of relations among localities as regards better 
use of their resources and cooperation in production and 
services. 


Modernizing the Network of Localities 


The radical structural changes made in the Romanian 
economy and the formation of a modern economy 
wherein industry is the decisive factor for socioeconomic 
progress have made it possible to make better use of our 
labor resources in the sense of their most complete use 
possible and their rational distribution among activities. 
The general development of the counties’ economies has 
made major structural changes in the employed popula- 
tion in each country, and the main characteristic of that 
process is steady growth of the number of workers, which 
has reached about 7.9 million. A large proportion of the 
new jobs were created in the countries with lower levels 
of economic development in the past, like Bistrita- 
Nasaud, Botosani, Covasna, Dimbovita, Gor), Salaj, 
Vaslui and Vilcea counties. As a result, the population 
employed in industry, transportation and construction 
became predominant in all counties of Romania. 
Development of urban and rural localities, formation 
and consolidation of the systems of localities according 
to a modern and uniform plan, and the entire public’s 
greater access to social-cultural facilities have been and 
are regular objectives. Substantial funds have been and 
are being allocated to housing construction and expan- 
sion and modernization of the network of social-cultural, 
commercial, service and technical-municipal facilities. 


Practical application of the modern conception of 
planned development of all localities of Romania, devel- 
oped by the party secretary general and implemented in 
the town-planning sketches and specifications, led to 
structural changes that have considerably improved the 
efficiency and architecture of the localities. On the basis 
of intensive development of industry, agriculture and 
social-cultural activities, the whole country has been 
intensively urbanized. The number of cities has 
increased from 183 in 1965 to 237 at present, and the 
proportion of the populations of the municipalities and 
cities reached 51 percent by the end of 1987 from 38.2 
percent in 1965. And the evolution of the population of 
the municipalities and cities shows a ciear trend toward 
leveling of the counties by higher growth rates in the 
counties that used to be less urbanized, as the number of 
counties with a proportion of the population in munici- 
palities and cities below 35 percent was down to cight in 
1987 from 29 in 1965. 


Thanks to the constant concern of the party and its 
secretary general for constant improvement of the work- 
ers’ living standards, in the 1965-87 period over 3.4 
million new dwellings were built and the per capita living 
space now exceeds 10.5 square meters in nearly all 
counties of Romania. A great many dwellings were built 
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in Arges, Bacau, Botosani, Buzau, Gorj, Neamt, 
Suceava, Vaslui, Vilcea and Vrancea counties, where the 
housing situation used to be more difficult. 


The material base of social-cultural activity was modern- 
ized and developed in all localities by building over 
44,500 classrooms in new schools and extensions of 
schools of primary, gymnasium, high-school, vocational, 
and technical education as well as many constructions 
and facilities for higher education and by creating over 
33,800 accommodations in boarding schools and stu- 
dents hostels, 74,600 beds in creches and 510,000 
accommodations in kindergartens and children nurser- 
ies. Tens of thousands of new accommodations have 
been built in houses of culture, clubs, cinemas, etc. ina 
large number of localities such as Timnicu-Vilcea, Hune- 
doara, Constanta, Bistrita, Lupeni, Balan, Navodari, 
Drobeta Turnu-Severin, etc. 


In the field of medical care, a program will soon be 
completed to equip all municipalities that are county 
seats with general hospitals while building smaller hos- 
pitals is most of the cities and in some rural localities as 
well. New health units have been built with more than 
75,000 beds, accordingly providing all counties of the 
country with an average 9.5 beds per 1,000 inhabitants. 


Special efforts have also been made to improve the 
equipment of localities. By the end of 1986, 2,207 
localities were supplied with water in a centralized 
system compared with 247 in 1965, while 487 localities 
had sewer installations compared with 175 in 1965. The 
large volume of investment projects implemented for 
that purpose is noteworthy in Alba, Arges, Braila, Buzau, 
Cluj, Dimbovita, Galati, Harghita, Maramures and 
Vrancea counties, where the number of localities sup- 
plied with water in a centralized system has increased by 
more than 10 times in the last two decades. 


Under Nicolae Ceausescu’s direct supervision, Buchar- 
est municipality has been undergoing great changes 
through construction of the new civic center and some 
large architectural-town-planning complexes that lend 
the Romanian capital a modern, representative appear- 
ance worthy of the era of the fully developed socialist 
society. Major municipal and transport facilities have 
also been constructed in the most recent period like the 
Metro, the regulation of the Dimbovita River, sunken 
highway crossings, the Pioneers Palace, the Lacul Morii 
Rest and Recreation Complex, et al. 


Thanks to the measures taken in 1965-85 to develop the 
economic base and to raise the standard of the com- 
munes’ inventory and equipment, the communes have 
become stronger regional-administrative units. The for- 
mation of the unified state and cooperative agroindus- 
trial councils as units for management and coordination 
of agricultural activities created favorable conditions for 
developing some rural localities as agroindustrial centers 
and for equating rural living conditions with urban ones. 
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On the basis of Nicolae Ceausescu’s guidelines and 
directions, units for modern industrial production have 
been allocated to many rural localities to use local raw 
materials (especially in agriculture, zootechnology, min- 
ing and forest exploitation) and the local labor force as 
well, there and also in neighboring villages and com- 
munes. This category also includes such localities today 
as for example Turceni in Gorj County, Colibasi in Arges 
County, Ilia in Hunedoara County, Nehoiu in Buzau 
County, Scornicesti in Olt County, Gugesti in Vrancea 
County, Ostra in Suceava County, Flaminzi in Botosani 
County, Avrig in Sibiu County et al. 


The commune population now has about 3.8 million 
dwellings, over 12,300 general schools and high schools 
instructing over 2 million pupils, 10,000 kindergartens 
2,905 dispensaries, over 7,900 cultural clubs, more than 
9,900 cinemas, over 11,000 libraries and 36,500 trade 
units. The fact should also be noted that 12 sanatarium 
complexes with a total capacity of more than 2,570 
accommodations in series of 51,600 per year have 
already been built for cooperative members out of the 
funds of the CAP’s. 


The extensive effort under way since 1973 to define and 
determine buildable limits for all localities with pros- 
pects of development has been vital to the development 
of urban and rural localities. This has created the 
regional structure for the most rational use of the lands 
in localities and proper allocation of economic units, 
residential and social-cultural constructions, planted and 
recreational spaces, and technical-municipal facilities. 
This effort is also important for minimizing the build- 
able areas and it is intended for the protection and good 
management of the land reserve as well as greater den- 
sities of constructions within the localities, thus prevent- 
ing waste of land. 


The main factor in the conception of development of 
localities in Romania is the principle of their rational 
spatial-operational organization, in close correlation 
with the requirements for a better and better quality of 
life. Consistent application of this principle has led to a 
rational combination, within the urban organism, of the 
zones intended for industrial activities with the residen- 
tial zones, with those for social-cultural facilities, traffic 
and transportation, and with the planted and recre- 
ational areas, in conformity with the provisions on good 
land management. 


Further improvement of the organization of the indus- 
trial zones and districts as some of the cities’ main 
operational areas is also being specially emphasized. To 
that end consideration is given to the best ways of 
concentrating the economic units within the districts and 
the possibilities of supplementing, changing and devel- 
oping the existing infrastructure through cooperation 
among the respective units and the most limited and 
effective investment possible. It is also intended to 
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arrange for joint use of the utilities, services and supple- 
mentary activities essential to industrial production such 
as the energy bases and sources, the water-supply and 


sewer systems, etc. 


Current and Long-Range Tasks 


Development of urban localities is a major aim of the 
ee Systematizing Program. In fact, attainment of 
the great goals set by the 13th RCP Congress and the 
National Party Conference heavily depends upon 
improved regional organization and development of 
localities, in view of the necessity of better use of the 
entire material and manpower potential as well as fur- 
ther improvement of the quality of life with the most 
effective use of the funds allocated to investment 
projects. 
Successful regional organization requires more attention 
to rational distribution throughout the country of the 
network of power plants and transmission, to construc- 
tion of the main reservoirs and hydraulic installations to 
make more use of the inland watercourses, and to further 
improvement and modernization of the network of 
roads and communication lines. More intensive special- 
ization is also highly important, along with arrangements 
for every county's overall development and improve- 
ment of the backward counties’ developmental level by 
more efficient use of local resources. 


Formation and development of the systems of localities 
require better organization and grouping of the rural 
localities as weil as organization of a network of strong 
communes that can meet the socioeconomic require- 
ments of the new agrarian revolution, in which the 
localities where the unified state and cooperative agroin- 
dustrial councils are headquartered will still play the 
controlling role. As Nicolae Ceausescu said in his Speech 
at the Session of the Political Executive Committee of 
the RCP Central Committee on 29 April 1988, “It has 
become necessary to take firmer action to carry out the 
programs for planning, modernizing and developing the 
rural localities, with special emphasis on the agroindus- 
trial centers.” 


The priorities in the development of the communes and 
villages were analyzed from the standpoints of the par- 
ticular existing conditions in each area and the objective 
requirements for complete and efficient use of local 
resources and for creating the best conditions for living, 
working, Civilization and comfort, in order to speed up 
the growth of their economic power and to secure their 
self-financing and self-regulation thereby. The rural 
localities will be developed within particular areas of the 
country in keeping with their traditions, and the artistic 
and cultural features so often encountered in the Roma- 
nian villages will be preserved. 


In the course of building the localities of Romania, it is 
particularly important to apply the standards for their 
proportioning consistently and to observe their buildable 
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limits, in order to improve their operational organiza- 
tions, to build apartment houses meeting the current and 
long-range requirement, to make the most efficient use 
of the entire land reserve, to provide for better living and 
working conditions, and to protect the environment. 


After creating some strong urban centers in every county 
that are developed primarily economically and industrially, 
Romania has entered a stage wherein priority development 
of rural localities and their further urbanization are the 
objectives. To that end it is intended to ize econom- 
ically balanced rural localities capable of self-financing and 
good management of their entire jurisdictions and all 
existing economic units. Moreover, more emphasis is 
placed on organizing the unified state and cooperative 
agroindustrial councils in order to increase the agricultural 
areas and economic potential of each one in conformity 
with the functions and responsibilities provided by law so 
that they will form the economic base of the future agroin- 
dustrial cities and enhance their roles in self-management 
of all the regional socioeconomic activity. 


Major industrial units and agricultural units in sectors 
characteristic of the respective areas will operate under the 
future agroindustrial cities, small-industry units will be 
created, and services will be developed. Furthermore, edu- 
cational, cultural and health-protection units will be formed 
in these cities. In addition to the general schools and trade 
schools, high schools with the second stage will operate in 
these localities, thus providing 12-year education, while 
cultural activity will go on in the Cintarea Romaniei cultural 
and creative centers. A hospital with 100 beds and its own 
maternity ward and pharmacy as well as other units for the 
public (communal bath, bakery, agricultural produce mar- 
ket, sports complex) will be constructed in every agroindus- 
trial city. The unified agroindustrial council will also oper- 
ate in these agroindustrial localities as a political-economic 
body to coordinate the entire activity, which will include 
four or five communes on the average. 
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Industrial units will be developed in ꝛ⸗ communes, in 
many of which such units are already operating, in 
addition to small-industry and service units, and Cinta- 


10-year education. A dispensary will also be built in 
every commune with its own station with about 10 beds, 
as well as a communal bath and other social units, so that 
conditions will be p:>vided comparable to those enjoyed 
by urban citizens. In housing construction, it was 
decided that in addition to the apartments that will be 
built out of state funds and are to stabilize all personnel 
in their respective localities, dwellings will also be built 
by citizens according to the standards and through 
cooperation, thus creating comparable working and liv- 
ing conditions for all residents of the communes. 


The whole process of rapid, all-around and harmonious 
development of all urban and rural localities enjoys the 
full support of all Romanian citizens. Moreover this 
extensive effort on the national scale would be out of the 
questior. without the entire people’s general and dedi- 
cated participation. Romania is accordingly presenting 
an original experience on this level too, on that of the 
institutions and forms that can actively involve the 
public in determining the developmental measures and 
directions and in their practical application as well. 


Attainment of the basic goals of national socioeconomic 
development set by the RCP, including those in the field 
of regional organization and development of localities, 
will bring Romania up to ever higher levels of prosperity, 
even further strengthening our socialist state, and 
steadily advance the nation on the path of socialism and 
communism. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


Educational System Statistics Given 
23000071 East Berlin UNION TEILT MIT in German 
Nov 88 (signed to press 5 Oct 88) p 4 


[Article: “New Demands on Training and Education; 
Facts for Argumentation”] 


[Text] “It is important to all of us that our children 
become honest, strong-charactered, wise, and industri- 
ous human beings, conscious socialist citizens and work- 
ers who follow high ethical standards in life and take an 
active role in shaping society. In this goal we Christian 
Democrats are in agreement with our entire socialist 
society. This is our starting point in our present task of 
doing justice to new demands on training and education 
in schools and colleges—demands on the road to the 
1990’s and to the next millennium.” (Gerald Goetting, 
ae) mm in his report to the 16th party congress 
in 1987) 


Attendance for the 1988-89 school year at the approxi- 
mately 5,900 general-education polytechnical colleges in 
our country is over 2 million girls and young men. A 
total of 232,000 girls and young men entered college in 
September. Over 205,000 educators are teaching in the 
GDR in about 102,300 classes. Around 7,500 graduates 
of universities, colleges, and teacher training institutions 
began their new activity at the start of the school year. 


At the start of the new school year, 1,300 new or 
reconstructed class rooms were made available for use; 
about 32,000 studerts and 2,000 teachers were able to 
make use of these rooms. By the end of the year, an 
additional 750 class rooms in newly constructed or 
reconstructed schools are to become available. 


As part of the new curriculum work, at the start of the 
school year additional courses of instruction for various 
Class levels were introduced—in the specialties of his- 
tory, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, Russian, 
production, and kindergarten work. 


In about 6,700 enterprises of industry, construction, and 
agriculture, about 667,000 students of classes 7 through 
10 are carrying out productive work within the polytech- 
nical instruction course. In about 3,500 polytechnical 
institutions, the specialty “introduction to socialist pro- 
duction” is taught. Over 35,000 specialists and trainers 
of teachers on a professional or unpaid basis take care of 
the needs of the students in polytechnical instruction. 


Around 25.5 million school books were provided for the 
school year 1988-89. Thirty-two of the total 529 titles are 
newly published books. The state has allocated 20.5 
million raarks for free copies. 


All pupils in grades | through 4 have day-care facilities 
available to them. During the past school year, almost 
739,000 girls and boys visited the almost 5,500 school 
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day-care centers. The care outside of instruction time is 
without cost to parents. The 1987 state budget allocated 
27 million marks for school day-care centers and an 
additional 12 million marks for toys and busy-work 
materials. Additionally, the central fund of the Ministry 
of Education spent 1.4 million marks for technical and 
constructive toys. 


Eighty percent of all students from grade 5 up participate 
in extracurricular work groups. Over 300,000 students in 
grades 9 and 10 attend optional courses related to their 
field program in order to expand and deepen their 
knowledge and ability in selected areas beyond the 
framework of the obligatory instruction. Two hours per 
week are available for this optional instruction; partici- 
pation is voluntary. Available for selection are a total of 
26 courses for mathematics, social and natural sciences, 
art, and polytechnology. In the past school year, over 
15,000 students took part in the “philosophy” course, 
over 12,000 girls and young men worked with interna- 
tional questions, 30,000 with electrotechnology, 8,000 
with microbiology, and over 20,000 with literature. 
About 30,000 professional teachers, scientists, engineers, 
and representatives of sponsoring brigades are conduct- 
ing the optional courses. Over 90,000 young men and 
girls pursue their specific interests in 171 student acad- 
emies and 51 scientific student groups. 


Over 500,000 fathers and mothers work in parent clubs, 
over 100,000 in parent advisory boards, and around 
70,000 in kindergarten parent clubs. 


Student meal programs, including full service in hostels 
and boarding schools, are participated in by 1.8 million 
children and young people; this amounts to 86.1 percent 
of all students. Over 75 percent of the expenses for 
student food programs and for serving in hostels and 
boarding schools is taken from the state budget. 


At 473 special schools, 57,500 hearing-impaired and 
deaf, sight-impaired and blind, speech-impaired, physi- 
cally handicapped, intellectually retarded, behaviorally 
disturbed or chronically ill children and young people 
needing in-patient treatment are taught and cared for. 
Ninety of these special schools have been started since 
1976. Other than the schools [with 8 grades] for back- 
ward children, all special schools, up to the end of class 
10, follow the curricula of the general-education poly- 
technical college, in partially modified form. In the past 
school year, there were 11,300 teachers and 5,300 train- 
ing specialists working in special schools. On the aver- 
age, there are 8 or 9 students to a class. 


About 35,000 special students are cared for during the 
whole day. Of these, 10,500 live in boarding schools. 
Around 14,500 children and young people who are 
incapable of school training but able to be promoted are 
taken care of in health and welfare facilities. 














In addition, 300 preschool establishments of the special 
school system take care of about 6,800 physically or 


psychologically and Parents 

a maximum m ———— ce ae 
facilities of the school system; there is no charge 
for the trip to and from school, 


risen to 65 percent by 1970. Today, every child in this 
age bracket whose parents want it can attend a kinder- 
garten. In conformity with needs, an annual average of 
more than 20,000 ki places have been created 
since 1970. From 1981 to 1985 alone, over 137,000 new 


Furniture, by itself, delivered the following to educa- 
tional installations during the past year: 


—Furniture and apparatus for natural sciences and 
polytechnical instruction with a value of more than 40 
million marks. 


—Equipment for visual and sound reproduction, such as 
cassette recorders and record players wiih a value of 
15 million marks. 


—Equipment for training and education in special 
schools valued at over 6 million marks. 


—Toys and busy-work materials for kindergartens and 
school day-care centers valued at 18 million marks. 


—Furniture with a value of 85 million marks for chil- 
dren’s installations and schools. 


POLAND 
Lvov Friendship Seciety Advocates Ambitious 
Plan of Contacts 


26000265 Krakow TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY 
in Polish No 50, 11 Dec 88 p 5 


tune by Zdzislaw Zielinski: “Lvov Friendship Soci- 
ety” +e 


individuals, the trains brought whole institutions, as for 
example, the University, ; 


trains followed the first. 


For many years, they could not speak out loud about 
their native city. From January 1988 to September 1988, 
an organizing group worked, and on 22 September 1988, 
the Lvov Friendship Society was formed. The Lvov 
Friendship Society took its name from its predecessor, 
which operated in the city before the war. A living, 
continuing, unbroken tradition! The field of action for 
the Society is broad. Caring for the cultural inheritance 
of Lvov, for the contribution of the Lvov region to the 
history, culture, science, technology—to the social, polit- 
ical, and military thought of the whole country. Caring 
for the gathering and the proper preservation of the 
material evidence of this not insignificant contribution. 


Next there is contacting and maintaining close contacts 
with the compatriots dispersed not only all over Poland, 
but also all over the world, especially the Poles in Lvov. 
Through this group to reach today’s residents of Lvov 
and its leaders. Especially with people who love their city 
and who have or could have and want to form a society 
similar to the one in Wroclaw. 


This could happen, for example, on the basis of cooper- 
ation between sister cities, exchanging not only official 
delegations, but also many tours, artistic groups, exhibi- 
tions, including visits by friendly families and people. 
Lvov Days in Wroclaw and vice versa can contribute 
greatly to this effort. Specialized seminars, devoted to 
their common problems, deriving from interest both in 
the old and in the modern Lvov. Joint care for the 
reconstruction and conservation of the Lyczakowski 
Cemetery, a monument worthy of the city in which it is 
located. It is impossible to overestimate the roie of the 
recently opened Polish consulate in Lvov. 


Since much has usually happened along the Lvov-Wro- 
claw path, these activities will be based on a long, 
beautiful tradition, which began in the Middle Ages, 
chiefly in the form of a lively trade, but also in culture 
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(architecture) and in so-called interpersonal relations 
(migrations, mixed marriages, etc.), and interesting, pro- 
vocative traces of these activities are preserved in both 
cities today. 


The Society desires to carry out these ambitious plans by 
adopting the appropriate structures, principles, and 
forms of activity. In addition to the chartered central 
office in Wroclaw, local chapters will be formed through- 
out Poland, and they will maintain close ties and coop- 
eration with Wroclaw. As they develop, it is anticipated 


that a National Council, including representatives of 


these chapters and their interests, will be formed. In spite 
of the brief symbolic name, the object of its interests is 
not just the city of Lvov, but the entire Lvov region (the 
former voivodships: Lvov, Stanislawow, Tarnopol, for 
which Lvov was and is the natural capital, their cultural 
and scientific center. In association with this, it should 
be natural for the activities of the Lvov Friendship 
Society to include the current activities of informal, 
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social groups like, for example, the Chodorowians’ Cir- 

cle, the Circle of the Friends of Pokucie, the Borderland 

—* of the Polish Tourist and Local Studies Society, 
ers. 


Lvov is not just for people from Lvov (of which in any 
case there are fewer and fewer), but of all Poles, for 
whom nothing Polish is foreign, but dear and precious. 
In this respect, the following younger generations, which, 
for various reasons, know little about the contribution of 
the borderlands to the Polish culture, are particularly 
important. This makes their lively interest in reaching 
the roots of their history and civilization all the more 
surprising and pleasantly so. 


The formation of the Lvov Friendship Society has met 
with an enthusiastic reception. This reception shows 
how thoroughly this initiative meets a social need. A 
need to honor what determines the dignity of the nation, 
and frequently its existence, its cultural values, the need 
to care for them and their development a by 
properly understood friendship, respect, neighborly rela- 


tions and cooperation between close nations. 
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